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Musical selections at the event were performed by the festival orchestra, the concert choir and Choral Scholars. 
Musicians fill Founders Chapel with song 
NATALIE NEWMAN 
STAFF WRITFR 
The holiday spirit is alive 
and well at USD. Last weekend, 
"Lessons and Carols: A Festival 
of Word and Song to Prepare for 
Christmas" took place in Found­
ers Chapel. 
The program was introduced 
by Maria Pascuzzi, director of the 
Center for Catholic Thought and 
Culture. The center sponsored 
the event in collaboration with 
the Music and Theater Arts pro­
grams. 
"Lessons and Carols" began 
with a series of 12 choral pre­
ludes, all of which were sung in 
Latin. The musical selections 
were performed by the festival 
orchestra, the concert choir and 
Choral Scholars. One duet and 
several solos were performed by 
members of the choir and Choral 
JUSTIN HEDEMARK 
STAFF WRITFR 
USD will welcome some 
furry friends next Tuesday to 
help students relieve stress during 
finals week. The "Therapy Dogs 
De-Stress Event" will take place 
in front of the University Center 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sponsored by the Center for 
Health and Wellness Promotion, 
this event was inspired by a simi­
lar undertaking that took place in 
June of 2009 at UCSD. 
Sharon Franks, alumnus of 
Paws'itive Teams, a therapy dog 
prep organization, arranged for 
several therapy teams, each con­
sisting of a dog and handler, to 
be present one day during finals 
week. According to volunteer 
coordinator Barbara McKown, 
"De-stress Day was a huge suc­
cess. Students, staff and faculty 
all loved the dogs." 
Informed by Sharon, Steve 
Sprinkle, director of the Coun­
seling Center, took note of the 
Scholars. 
The audience then rose and 
joined in song for the proces­
sional. Those in attendance were 
greeted by presider and liturgist 
Dennis Krouse, STD, who told 
the audience" that he wished to 
"invite you to listen to God's 
words of hope and love." 
A series of readings from the 
Bible, also referred to as "les­
sons," were then presented, and 
told of the Virgin Mary and the 
Christmas story. Each reading 
was followed by a musical selec­
tion, performed by the choir and 
orchestra. 
The congregation then joined 
with the choir and orchestra in 
"Joy to the World" and "Angels 
We Have Heard on High" at the 
conclusion of the Christmas 
story. 
The homily was presented 
by Erin Bishop, director of the 
UCSD session and contacted 
Melissa Halter, director of Health 
and Wellness Promotion, with the 
suggestion that USD might ben­
efit from an event along the same 
lines. 
Graduate Assistant Maggie 
Reynolds volunteered to spear­
head the project, set the plan into 
action and is working in tandem 
with McKown to facilitate this 
special happening at USD. 
McKown explained the ben­
efits of Pet therapy in an e-mail, 
"pet therapy has been shown to 
reduce blood pressure, reduce 
stress, decrease the need for pain 
medications, improve immune 
system function and lessen de­
pression, anxiety and loneliness." 
Paws'itive Teams has been 
teaching a therapy dog prep class 
for 12 years. While Paws'itive 
Teams is organizing the event and 
some of the teams are alumni of 
their prep class, other participat­
ing teams have been certified 
through Therapy Dogs Interna­
tional, such as Love A Leash and 
Romero Center, on Friday eve­
ning, and by Erin Lovette-Colyer, 
director of the Women's Center, 
on Sunday afternoon. 
Lovette-Colyer told the audi­
ence that "we all come here today 
with our own Advent stories." 
She said that, in preparation for 
her homily, she sat down with 
the "three wise women" in her 
life. These three women were her 
mother, recently diagnosed with 
terminal cancer; her aunt, who 
just lost her husband of 31 years; 
and her sister-in-law, who is six 
months pregnant with • her first 
child. 
The question she asked each 
one of them was, "What do you 
think it was like for Mary when 
the angel Gabriel appeared to 
her?" Lovette-Colyer said that 
each woman expressed similari­
ties between their own situation 
and that of Mary in terms of fear 
Therapy Dogs Incorporated. 
All therapy dogs go through 
a specific process in order to 
become certified. While the pro­
cesses differ among the separate 
organizations, they all focus on 
common areas of a dog's be­
havior, interaction with people, 
situational awareness and, above 
all, temperament. McKown got 
involved with Paws'itive Teams 
10 years ago when she enrolled in 
a class with her two dogs. 
"I wanted to work in the 
community and be a positive in­
fluence," she said. 
"We're looking forward to 
a successful event with the stu­
dents. I think if you come and 
observe you'll see the dogs work 
their magic." 
Both Franks' golden retriever 
Wally and McKown's golden re­
triever Izzy will be in attendance 
at the event. 
The team hopes to see plenty 
of students at the event because, 
as Reynolds put it, "Who doesn't 
want to sit and pet a puppy?" 
of the unknown, fear of losing 
control and feelings of loneliness. 
Lovette-Colyer said that "each 
of these women has questioned 
what God is now asking of her," 
something that she also found 
similar to the situation of Mary. 
She reassured audience mem­
bers by stating that Mary's story 
teaches us that "nothing will be 
impossible for God. God chooses 
to be with us when we are most 
vulnerable." 
The homily was followed by a 
minute for silent reflection before 
the audience enjoyed one final 
carol performed by the choir. The 
presider gave his closing remarks 
and concluding rite, and the audi­
ence and choir joined together in 
song for the recessional. 
Members of Alcala Club were 
present to hand out programs, and 
President Mary Lyons was also in 
attendance. 
COURTESY BARBARA MCKOWN 
Barbara McKown's Golden Re­
triever, Izzy, will be at the event. 





"It's freshman year and 
you're going to be here for the 
next four years." These aren't 
just Taylor Swift's catchy lyrics. 
These words also express the pre­
sumed thoughts of current fresh­
men finishing their first semester 
at USD. But is sticking around 
truly what is on their minds? Is 
retention an issue for USD? 
The answer is yes, according 
to-Merrick Marino, assistant dean 
of students for Student Learn­
ing Initiatives. USD's retention 
rate is 85 percent for freshmen. 
"That rate is not bad," Marino 
said. "But when you compare it 
to other comparable universities, 
it is on the lower end. It is just not 
where we want it to be." 
Some other comparable 
peer institutions are Loyola 
Marymount, Santa Clara and 
Villanova. The university's plan 
for improving the retention fate 
lies in a software program called 
MAP-Works. 
According to map-works, 
com, "MAP-Works was devel­
oped through a partnership be­
tween Ball State University and 
Educational Benchmarking. The 
result is the web-enabled next 
generation of Ball State's innova­
tive program, Making Achieve­
ment Possible. MAP-Works is an 
innovative approach to improving 
students' transition to the college 
environment." 
The MAP-Works system 
begins when faculty and peers en­
courage freshman students to take 
a 200-question survey, mostly fo­
cusing on the transition to college 
life. It addresses social aspects, 
academic aspects, financial as­
pects, etc. Upon completing this 
survey, the student receives a self 
report which is how they compare 
with other USD freshmen in terms 
of their transition. 
The results are shown in the 
form of a video, where students 
are driving and take pit-stops, 
which portray their goals and 
various aspects of their move to 
the university atmosphere. 
A student's survey and report 
are also available to their Resident 
Assistants, Preceptor, Precepto­
rial Assistant and Community 
Director. In this way MAP-Works 
acts as an early warning system. 
Based on survey results, MAP-
Works identifies students who are 
"at risk" or who have an intent to 
leave the university. 
Stephanie Bernasconi, as­
sistant director of Center for 
Student Success; Jim Gump, as­
sociate dean of the College of 
See MAPWORKS, page 3 
Dogs invited to de-stress students during finals 
2 Thursday, December 10, 2009 
NEWS News Editor: Anne Slagill Asst. News Editor: Bernadette Smith aslagill@usdvista.com 
ANNE SLAGILL 
NEWS EDITOR 
Word of the Week: 
"Glitzmas" 
It's amazing how Christmas 
stuff can get out of hand. Each 
year I tell myself I'll decorate 
the house a little less, spend 
a little less or observe a little 
more restraint when it comes 
to consuming baked goods and 
glazed ham. 
Christmas brings out the 
flamboyance in me and I can't 
help but celebrate with all the 
energy (and cash) I've got. I 
suppose it should come as no 
surprise that my latest holiday 
plans have taken a turn towards 
extravagance. 
.With Christmas around the 
corner, my boyfriend and 1 have 
been hard at work planning the 
construction of our very first 
gingerbread house. 
In its early stages, the proj­
ect was set to proceed with the 
help of a store-bought kit. How­
ever, the strategy has gradually 
morphed to favor a more elabo­
rate scheme. 
We're now leaning towards 
a custom home, including two 
or more stories, gable windows 
and perfect landscaping. 
I've been hard at work 
researching recipes for icing 
mortar and checking out specs 
on the proper thickness of load-
bearing gingerbread walls. He's 
been thinking up sweet designs 
for our gingerbread blueprints. 
.Needless to say, we can't 
wait to choose the color scheme 
for our candy decor. 
I've heard people say that 
Christmas is over-commercial­
ized and that spending huge 
amounts of time, money and 
energy on it takes away from the 
true spirit of the celebration. I'd 
like to tell those people to mind 
their own business. 
Sure, we should remain 
focused on the true meaning of 
the season: for many of us it's 
the birth of Christ, for others 
it might be the spirit of giving. 
Whatever our motives for cel­
ebration. there is no reason to 
believe that lavish plans neces­
sarily overshadow the beautiful 
message of Christmas. 
Personally. I think deco­
rations, crazy gingerbread 
blueprints and loads of holiday 
goodies make the celebration 
even more special. In fact, I 
think they add to my feelings of 
holiday joy. 
I encourage all of my read­
ers to take a moment to reflect 
on the true significance of their 
holiday celebrations. Consider 
what your traditions really mean 
to you, and enjoy them free of 
guilt. 
I am just about certain that 
there is no wrong way to express 
your holiday happiness. s<5 long 
as you don't cause any harm 
while you're at it. So, whether 
your Christmas is more like 
"Glitzmas" or your celebrations 
tend to be simpler, I hope De­
cember 25th brings you plenty 
of warm feelings. 
Take pleasure in your holi­
day and please remember the 
great joy of sharing your joy 
with others! 
1955 The Federal 
government standardizes 
the size of license plates 
throughout the U.S. 
Prior to this, plates were 
individually designed 
and issued by the states. 
1941 This day marks 
the anniversary of the 
bombing of Pearl Har-
ID bor, when the Japanese ^hH 
LO executed a surprise at-
On tack on the U.S. Pacific 
rH fleet in Hawaii. 
1980 Former Beatle and 
peace activist John Lennon 
is tragically shot and killed 
at the age of 40, outside the 
Dakota building in New 
York City by Mark David 
Chapman. ^ 
1929 The 18-year-old 
Ginger Rogers makes her 
Broadway debut in "Top 
Speed" and later goes on 
to become one of Hol­
lywood's wealthiest and 
most adored actresses. 
1901 The first Nobel Prizes 
are awarded in Stockholm, 
Sweden, in the fields of 
physics, chemistry, medi­
cine, literature and peace. 
1985 The "Unabomber." 
so named because his earli­
est attacks were directed at 
universities, kills his first 
victim with an exploding 
mail package. 
1980 American oil tycoon 
Armand Hammer pays 
$5,126,000 at an auction for 
a notebook containing writ­
ings by the legendary artist 
Leonardo da Vinci. 
2003 After spending nine 
months on the run, former 
Iraqi dictator Saddam Hus­
sein is finally captured by-
American forces. 
Source: History.com 




IMICHELLE CUNNANE/THE VISTA 
MEGHAN ANDERSON 
STAFF WRITFR 
In the last year, college stu­
dents everywhere, both incom­
ing and returning, have faced the 
extreme challenge of receiving 
financial aid or receiving enough 
financial aid. Since unemploy­
ment is at an all-time high, stu­
dents and their families are often 
met with the challenge of paying 
USD's hefty tuition. Last Septem­
ber, the House of Representatives 
responded to the financial needs 
of USD students and university at­
tendants across the U.S. when they 
passed legislation that expanded 
federal aid to college students 
while ending federal subsidies to 
private lenders. 
Under the current program, 
the government pays subsidies to 
lenders and guarantees the loans. 
All colleges would be required to 
convert to the federal Direct Loan 
program by July l, 2010. The 
student-loan legislation would 
provide $40 billion to increase 
the maximum annual Pell Grant 
Scholarship to $5,550 in 2010 and 
to $6,900 by 2019, from $5,350 
now. Considering two-thirds of 
American students borrow money 
to pay for their college education, 
this is great news in light of the 
market uproar. 
"This legislation provides 
students and families with the 
single largest investment in federal 
student aid ever," George Miller, 
democratic rep. of Calif, and 
chairman of the House of Educa­
tion and Labor Committee, said 
Moreover, the Obama admin­
istration is working on trying to 
simplify and clarify Free Appli­
cation for Student Aid, otherwise 
known as FAFSA. This would 
help students who may have been 
discouraged receive deserved aid. 
As Miller put it, "Confusing pa­
perwork shouldn't stand between 
qualified students and a college 
degree." 
The steps the government is 
making to increase financial aid 
in these tough times are impor­
tant, but what is USD doing? Dr. 
Thomas Herrington, .Associate 
Provost, says USD is addressing 
the influx in USD students' need 
for financial aid in two ways." 
"One way is we address cur­
rent students who have recently 
suffered financial adversity or 
tragedy and use the financial pack­
age, as well as the appeal fund, in 
order to make adjustments to their 
financial aid," Herrington said. 
In other words, changes are 
being made so that their new fi­
nancial circumstances can match, 
or be comparable to, their aid. 
There has been an increase in 
cases such as this throughout the 
past year, and Herrington said "the 
appeal fund was run through but 
supplemental funding was then 
used." 
Senior Katie Martens is an 
example of this. "With my sister 
going across the country to a col­
lege this year, I needed to change 
my financial aid situation," she 
said. 
The second thing Herrington 
cites as a way USD has been deal­
ing with the recent times is that 
they are addressing the needs of 
incoming freshman seeking fi­
nancial aid. "There has absolutely 
been more financial aid given 
than past years," Herrington said. 
He stressed "how attentive the 
university has been to the human 
tragedies that have occurred in the 
past year. We do what we can and 
help when appropriate." 
While all of this seems to be 
addressing those in real need both 
at USD and the U.S. in general, 
the question still remains about 
the students who are not poor 
enough for need-based aid and not 
rich enough to pay. A fine line is 
drawn, only to be tested by univer-





• Google showcased Monday 
the way in which it will present 
real-time Internet content with its 
search results. 
Google fellow Amit Singhal 
presented the real-time section at 
an event at the Computer History 
Museum in Mountain View, Calif. 
"We are here today to an­
nounce Google Real-Time 
Search," Singhal said. He called 
it "Google relevance-technology 
meets the real-time Web." 
Google will integrate a sec­
tion called "latest results" into the 
Google search results page, and it 
will automatically refresh content 
from sources such as Twitter. 
"Relevance is the foundation 
of this product," Singhal said. He 
demonstrated how a simple search 
would bring up web pages, tweets 
and other relevant Internet content 
as it was generated. 
Google also demonstrated a 
new project called "Google Gog­
gles," which allows users to take 
pictures with their smartphones 
and send them to Google, in order 
to find out more information about 
the pictured object. 
AMANDA KNOX READY TO 
FIGHT ON' 
The parents of American col-^ 
lege student Amanda Knox say 
their daughter is "ready to fight 
on" as she faces the appeals pro­
cess and begins serving her 26-
year prison sentence. 
Knox was convicted of mur­
dering her roommate, British ex­
change student Meredith Kercher. 
in Italy in 2007. Edda Mellas said 
that her daughter was "completely 
crushed, devastated" following 
Friday's guilty verdict against her 
and her former boyfriend, Italian 
Raffaele Sollecito. 
The jury reached the guilt, 
verdict after deliberating almost 
11 hours on 11 counts against 
Knox and Sollecito. Mellas said 
she and ex-husband Kurt Knox 
visited their daughter in prison on 
Monday. 
"It made me feel good to 
see she was ready to charge on," 
Knox's father said. The family 
has high hopes for Knox's appeal, 
however it may take at least a year 
to reach a court docket. 
Knox also faces civil penalties 
from Kercher's family, who are al­
legedly seeking up to $36 million 
in damages for her death. 
Source: CNN 
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PUBLIC SAFETY REPOBfl" H 
Dec. 2 
Location: LOMA HALL PARKING LOT 
At 1:35 a.m., Public Safety responded 
to a report of a physical altercation between 
a cab driver and two unknown subjects. The" 
driver had parked while the two subjects, 
described as white males in their twenties, 
exited the vehicle. The subjects began to flee 
without paying their cab fare; one subject 
hit the driver with his fist while attempting 
to run away. The cab driver did not report 
any injuries. Surveillance cameras are being 
reviewed. 
Dec. 3 
Location: SPORTS CTR MAIN BLDG 
At 2:31 p.m., Public Safety responded to 
a report of a stolen exercise bicycle. Upon 
investigation, a "spinner" bicycle was last 
seen on 11/25/09 at approximately 5 p.m. 
The bike was discovered missing during an 
inventory on 12/03/09. The bike had been 
left unattended and unsecured. No other 
items were missing. 
Dec. 4 
Location: PRESIDIO TERRACE APTS 
At 8:59 a.m., Public Safety responded 
to a report of a stolen vehicle. A student had 
left his vehicle secured in the PTA area on 
12/03/09. The vehicle was discovered miss­
ing on 12/04/09. Anyone with information 
regarding this incident is asked to contact 
DPS at 619-260-2222. 
Dec. 4 
Location: UTA UPPER PARKING LOT 
At 10:13 a.m., Public Safety responded 
to a report of vandalism. Nine vehicles 
were reported as having been vandalized 
by a sharp, pointed object while they were 
parked in the UTA east parking lot. Anyone 
with information regarding this incident is 
asked to contact DPS at 619-260-2222. 
Dec. 4 
Location: MAHER HALL 
At 10:43 p.m., a Public Safety officer 
observed an individual having difficulty 
walking while exiting Maher Hall. Upon 
investigation, the individual was contacted, 
identified as a student, and determined to 
be too intoxicated to care for himself. The 
student was voluntarily transported to Detox 
(BAC .157). 
Dec. 5 
Location: WARREN HALL SCHOOL OF 
LAW LOT 
At 10:02 a.m., a Public Safety officer 
observed an individual fail to stop at a stop 
sign. Upon investigation, the driver was 
contacted, identified as a student, and found 
to be under the influence of alcohol (BAC 
.227). SDPD was contacted and assumed 
custody of the student. 
Dec. 7 
Location: PHYSICAL PLANT 
At 11:02 a.m., Public Safety responded 
to a report of a non-injury traffic accident. 
Upon investigation, a university employee's 
foot accidentally slipped on the wet surface 
of the gas pedal in the golf cart he was 
driving, causing it to accelerate in reverse 
and strike a parked university vehicle. The 
vehicle sustained moderate damage. There 
were no injuries reported. 
Dec. 7 
Location: WEST PARKING STRUC­
TURE 
At 9:01 p.m.. Public Safety responded 
to a report of a tree branch that had fallen 
on a student's vehicle. Upon investigation, a 
large branch had broken off of a nearby tree 
due to the severe weather, causing minor 
damage to the vehicle. 
University turns to MAP-Works to correct retention problem 
MAPWORKS, continued 
Arts and Sciences and Marino are 
the faces behind the implementa­
tion of MAP-Works at USD. 
"The first step taken to ad­
dress retention was the creation of 
the preceptorials in 1973 and then 
came the Preceptorial Assistants. 
These components of a freshman's 
life allow the university to be more 
active in knowing if and why they 
are retaining or not retaining fresh­
men," Gump said. 
"But Preceptors and PAs 
are hit or miss when it comes to 
identifying problems; we needed 
something . more systematic. 
MAP-Works is that addition to 
this initiative because it allows a 
more precise way to learn about 
retention." 
Gump gave the example of a 
student who has not shown up to 
a class for two weeks. "Through 
the MAP-Works system a reason 
may be concluded, and it allows 
for facilitation between advisors 
for intervention." 
Preceptors, Community Di­
rectors, RAs and PAs are exten­
sively trained on how to use the 
program. Student leaders, such as 
RAs and PAs, can only see areas 
of the report that are relevant to 
them. For example, PAs can see 
responses to some academic per­
formance questions and RAs can 
see responses to some questions 
about community living in the 
residence halls. 
Comments regarding specific 
experiences with a freshman can 
be posted through this program to 
be seen only by those connected 
to that freshman. When asked if 
there had been inappropriate post­
ing, such as an RA posting some­
thing that perhaps the student may 
not want their Preceptor to know, 
Marino said. 
"There is the option to iden­
tify personal notes so this problem 
could be eliminated. Also, this has 
to be looked at as 'growing pains' 
of the first year this program has 
been in action." 
"As MAP-Works is new, mis­
takes will be made, but kinks are 
to be expected in anything new. 
We also experienced problems 
with RAs saying the survey was 
mandatory instead of voluntary 
which we identified and addressed 
right away," Marino said. 
Freshman RA Clay Elkin 
agrees with Marino to an extent. 
"Theoretically it is a great pro­
gram. The practicality of it is still 
being evaluated. We really need 
to see if there were any great im­
provements from last year to de­
termine how well it has worked," 
Elkin said. "It is ethical. We are 
trained representatives/employees 
of the university and know how to 
deal with sensitive information. 1 
am not aware of any misuse." 
On the other hand, some stu­
dent leaders have not had such a 
fair experience with MAP-Works. 
"As a PA, I was appalled at some 
of the personal details provided 
by RAs about my freshmen. The 
whole system strikes me as an in­
vasion of student privacy," junior 
Anne Slagill said. Moreover in 
terms of literal mechanics, Kaitlyn 
Howell, another PA, said "There 
are some problems with properly 
using the program as it can some­
times be confusing." 
Bernasconi, Marino and 
Gump's goal is to be at a 90 per­
cent retention rate in three years. 
Though it is too early to tell 
whether it has been effective or 
not, the rate of freshmen living on 
campus who filled out the survey 
was 100 percent, which allows a 
start for the future of this program 
at USD. 
It remains to be seen whether 
this program can help administra­
tors meet their retention goals. 
Toreros propose waste solution and take prize at competition 
AARON LEVINE 
STAFF WRITFR 
USD's Student International 
Business Council defeated the 
University of Notre Dame and 
Benedictine College in the Inter­
national Politics of Economics 
Forum competition. 
Students Colleen Temple, JD 
Norris, Oscar Solis and Gregory 
Viscomi represented USD at 
Benedictine College in the first 
year that USD was invited to the 
competition. The forum's theme 
was "How Government Legisla­
tion Can Increase Business Sus-
tainability Without Decreasing 
Profitability." 
The Toreros presented a 
waste management solution, 
which breaks down waste into its 
constituent components, resulting 
in renewed resources that can be 
used for energy purposes or as re­
cycled input materials. 
According Gregory Viscomi, 
vice president of SIBC, "Existing 
projects have shown that the pro­
posed waste-management solution 
will create thousands of green 
jobs." 
Notre Dame's team proposed 
"Government Regulated Corpo­
rate Compensation" and Bene­
dictine's team proposed "Govern­
ment Subsidies be Used for Green 
Innovation." 
However, only USD's team 
presented a sustainable solution 
to the problem that provided a 
framework for the implementation 
of the idea. This was key to the 
Torero victory. 
According to USD's SIBC, 
their sustainability plan has the 
potential to eliminate landfills al­
together. 
COURTESY GREGORY VISCOMI 
SIBC at Benedictine College after they won the International Politics of Economics Forum competition. 
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You know what really grinds 
my gears? Christmas shopping. 
I love the holidays and the 
gifts they revolve around just as 
much as the next devout Christian, 
but the quest to buy them in the 
month of December is certainly 
a challenge not for the weak of 
heart. 
I went to Fashion Valley Mall 
hoping to buy gifts for my friends 
and family, as it is the season of 
unselfish giving. But this tentative 
act of kindness would be severely 
punished. 
The first thing I noticed was 
that the line of cars to turn into 
the parking lot was much longer 
than usual. That was no problem. 
I decided to park in the lot by the 
movie theaters; it's never crowded 
over there. Then it took me half 
an hour just to make my way to 
the other side of the mall. Frustra­
tion and a hint of fear in my heart, 
1 parked anyways; I had made it 
this far and I didn't want to give 
up now. 
That was my first mistake. I 
should have run like Simba from 
the Pride Lands and never re­
turned. 
I was herded towards the 
center of the mall, along with 
the rest of the entirety of the San 
Diego population. 1 barely outma-
neuvered moms with strollers on a 
mission and tall, blonde glamazons 
with knee-high leather boots and 
Burberry scarves. A man holding 
his girlfriend's 12 shopping bags 
bumped into my arm, causing my 
coffee to go flying. He turned to­
wards me with terrified eyes and 
apologized quickly before he was 
dragged by the iron grip of his 
girlfriend towards Banana Re­
public. I could have sworn I heard 
him whisper "help me" as I turned 
away. 
After much hardship I arrived 
at my store of choice and picked 
through the chaos of items already 
combed over by hundreds of 
hands. I needed help from a sales­
person and felt like a Gosselin 
kid fighting for my mom's atten­
tion. 1 looked to my right and saw 
that the dressing room had been 
transformed into an unbreachable 
jungle of impatient and material-
crazed people gripping piles of 
coats appropriate for the Alaskan 
tundra and stockings far too warm 
for the mild San Diego climate. 
I refused to be sucked into their 
midst and hurried to the checkout 
line, stretching almost to the very 
door of the store. 
At the end of the day I was far. 
too exhausted to enjoy the fabulous 
Christmas movie featured on ABC 
Family's "25 Days of Christmas," 
and have had recurring nightmares 
of sugarplum fairies trying to sell 
me retail items ever since. 
Send what is 
currently grinding 
your gears or your 
burning questions to 
Jilla at janthony@ 
usdvista.com. 
CHRISTINE IMPERATORE/THE VISTA 
Breasts were the main focus at KKG's "Breastival." 
CHRISTINE IMPERATORE 
STAFF WRITER 
The annual Breastival, Kappa 
Kappa Gamma's carnival for 
breast cancer awareness, under­
went changes this year, while 
keeping with some long-held tra­
ditions as well. 
On Dec. 3, the sorority hosted 
this philanthropic event at the Stu­
dent Life Pavillion's Plaza Mayor 
and the University Center Forum. 
In a shift from past years, the 
event started at 5:30 p.m. rather 
than during dead hours. 
KKG hosts the Breastival 
every fall in order to raise aware­
ness about breast cancer and 
money towards working for a 
USD students model UN 
ANA TRUEBA 
GIJFST WRITFR 
This semester, Model United 
Nations students have been hard at 
work participating in conferences 
hosted in both Buena Park and Las 
Vegas by the Pacific Coast Model 
United Nations (PAXMUN). At 
these conferences, delegates simu­
late the operation of the United Na­
tions and its many organizations, 
training students in international 
diplomacy and conflict resolution. 
"[MUN] is really a great way 
for students to become more edu­
cated in world issues. The level 
of seriousness and professional­
ism put into MUN conferences 
is really amazing," USD student 
Michelle Son said. 
This year, USD students have 
represented a variety of countries, 
including Thailand, the Czech 
Republic, Haiti and the United 
States. During the preparation 
process for these conferences, stu­
dents conduct extensive research 
on their country's position on 
many international issues, such as 
economic integration and nuclear 
disarmament. Students even write 
position papers on these topics, 
becoming familiar with U.N. rules 
and committee procedures. 
Ryan Mulvey, a USD senior, 
serves as a senior staff member for 
PAXMUN. Earlier in the semes­
ter, he conducted a rules training 
session to help delegates prepare 
for their conferences. He has been 
involved in MUN since he was a 
junior in high school. When asked 
why he found MUN to be valu­
able, he said, "Because it not only 
teaches the student to develop 
public speaking skills, but to think 
critically and agressivly analyze 
complex international " issues, 
taking account of the diversity of 
perspectives among different na­
tions and peoples." 
Though participants can win 
awards, MUN is not simply about 
competition, but about coopera­
tion and diplomacy. The most suc­
cessful delegates are those who 
use these skills in advancing their 
respective countries' interests, 
which is often not an easy job. 
"I went in with the expecta­
tion that being a Security Council 
member would be challenging 
and slightly overwhelming," Jes­
sica Chapman, who served on the 
Secuity Council, said. "However, 
1 was pleasantly surprised when 
everyone was able to agree to 
not just one, but two resolutions. 
Despite my hard line approach to 
the issues, all participating nations 
were able to formulate a speedy 
response to the crises at hand." 
Chapman was recognized with 
an award as a Distinguished Del­
egate. 
One of the greatest challeng­
es that delegates face at a confer­
ence is a crisis simulation. At the 
recent American West Conference 
in Las Vegas, NV, USD delegates 
were faced with a coup d'etat in 
Nigeria, which had resulted in a 
severe humanitarian crisis. 
Just like the real U.N., 
students were faced with a situ­
ation that demanded their full 
attention and a swift response. In 
many ways, dealing with such a 
crisis proved more difficult, as it 
required students to draw upon 
broad knowledge rather than the 
narrow preparation in learning 
specific national policies. 
Previous experience is not 
required for MUN participants. 
In fact, many USD delegates are 
newcomers. "This was my first 
year, so I wasn't sure what to 
expect. It took me a little while to 
figure out exactly what I was doing 
at the conference, but at the end 
everything worked out fine. I look 
forward to participating again," 
Raymundo Quezada, said. 
Next semester USD delegates 
plan to participate in a number of 
single and multi-day conferences. 
MUN advisor and political science 
professor, Dr. Mary McKenzie is 
the source for further information. 
She says that MUN is here to stay 
and encourages students from all 
fields to take advantage of the op­
portunities it offers in strengthen­
ing skills that are central to success 
well beyond the university. 
cure. 
This year the main focus was 
on the Scripps Polster Breast Care 
Center, which works with women 
affected by breast cancer and 
helps educate others about care 
and prevention. As always, this 
year's event had its own catchy 
and provocative theme of. "Save 
the Hooters." 
The carnival brought back 
classic Breastival traditions with 
games, music, food and informa­
tion. 
"1 think it's a great cause, es­
pecially being in a sorority full of 
women, so many of us have been 
affected by breast cancer in some 
way or another," Michelle Cun-
nane said. 
Beverly Mangerich and Judy 
Nespeca, both nurses at Scripps 
Polster, were there to share infor­
mation with students. "We want 
to let people know what breast 
cancer feels like," Mangerich said. 
"That's why we have the breast 
models." 
They gave students a chance 
to feel a very lifelike synthetic 
model of what different types of 
lumps feel like and taught them 
which ones are cause for concern. 
The event also reminded stu­
dents that even young people could 
be at risk of developing breast 
cancer. In attendance on behalf of 
the Keep A Breast Foundation, an 
organization that seeks to inform 
young people about prevention 
and breast health, was Amanda 
Nixon, a breast cancer survivor 
who was only 27-years-old when 
she was diagnosed. 
KKG sisters Janae Ely and 
Robyn Fallon were telling every­
one about their experience walk­
ing in the Susan G. Komen Breast 
Cancer 3-Day. "We had a lot of 
fun and we're looking to get even 
more people to join us next year," 
Ely said. 
This year the Breastival did 
not stop with just the carnival. In 
an effort to raise even more funds, 
KKG introduced "America's 
Breast Dance Crew," a dance com­
petition which ran from 7 p.m."to 
9 p.m. 
"The carnival is easy to walk 
past and ignore, but the dance 
competition is a concrete thing 
and it's fun to attend," Cunnane 
said. 
The contest gave groups of 
four to six a chance to present an 
original dance routine in hopes of 
winning a $2,000 grand prize. "It's 
great that other groups on campus 
are getting involved," Candace 
Torrey, a member of KKG's 
Philanthropy Committee said. "1 
like that we can reach outside the 
Greek system." 
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Obama announces new Afghan plan 
President's hard decision is the only feasible option for America's present situation 
Scrooge 
"Scroogenomics" is a new 
book by Dr. Joel Waldfogel. an 
economics professor at the Uni-
veristy of Pennsylvania. In this 
heavily criticized book, released 
just in time for gift buying this 
Christmas season, Waldfogel 
attempts to argue that Christmas 
is a waste of money since most 
gifts immediately devaluate, 
thereby hurting the economy. 
Recently, the good doctor 
opined that "the way we cel­
ebrate Christmas around the 
developed world is with an 
orgy of value destruction that 
vaporizes $25 billion per year. 
People value the items they re­
ceive as gifts 20 percent less per 
dollar spent than the items they 
purchase for themselves." His 
solution? Give more thoughtful 
presents or nothing at all. 
I recently happened upon 
an NPR interview in which 
Waldfogel went into further 
detail about his research. One 
of the more interesting points 
he made was that, though we 
often associated a .commercial­
ized Christmas with our own 
age. Americans at the turn of 
the 20th century spent the most 
money as a percentage of their 
total income on commerical 
Christmas. 
There are some flaws, how­
ever, in Waldfogel's thinking. 
To begin with, even if Christmas, 
was commercialized to a greater 
extent earlier in our history, I 
would wager it was much more 
likely to be recognized as a 
religious holiday. The spiritual 
character of Christmas is gone 
today. Most families hold their 
parties before the Big Day, 
taking down their decorations 
on the 26th, only the second of 
12 wonderful, joyous Christmas 
days. 
A more significant problem 
is this theory of value destruc­
tion. If I receive a gift, it certain­
ly has lost some resell value by 
the very fact that it is now used. 
But its price potency, the cost it 
would take for me to sell it on 
the market, is not necessarily 
tied to my subjective valuation. 
For example, if A spends $30 on 
X, but B only values X at $20, 
B is not bound to sell X at that 
cost. If B realizes he can sell it 
for $25, or even $35, he might 
do so, assuming B is a well-
informed consumer. He could 
even go return it at near cost 
value, or exchange it, regardless 
of the value which he imparts. 
More significantly, price is 
not some objective cost that can 
be rationally determined. What 
about sentimental value? How 
can I put a dollar value on a gift 
that I received as a child from 
my now-deceased grandmother? 
This is the purpose of gifts. We 
show our love to each other and 
celebrate the glory of the birth of 
the Sav.ior by exchanging them. 
And. 1 would wager that 
most people value all their prop­
erty, not just gifts, at a dollar 
price that is lower than actual 
market cost. Waldfogel should 
stop being a humbug. 
BRENT TUTTLE 
STAFF WRITFR 
While Mother Nature show­
ers the citizens of San Diego with 
some much needed H20 this 
week, a small storm of praise can 
be seen on the radar heading in 
the direction of our Commander-
in-Chief. As the undisputed Mes­
siah of the new millennium finds 
himself aboard Air Force One, jet 
setting over to Denmark in hopes 
of addressing the unraveling 
myth known as climate change, 
many of his supporters back 
home will be pouting together in 
peace circles, lamenting some of 
the president's recent decisions, 
along with his lack of political 
progress towards some of the 
more liberal issues facing our 
country. 
Without a doubt. Obama 
has failed to keep his promises 
to the masses, those people who 
assisted him in securing his job 
as president. His latest political 
play in regards to Afghanistan, 
though, has certainly earned him 
JORI GREGORIO 
STAFF WRITER 
"Oh, the weather outside 
is frightful, / But the fire is so 
delightful, / And since we've 'no 
place to go, / Let it snow! / Let it 
snow! / Let it snow!" 
These words can be heard 
bellowing out of speakers in 
malls, cars, houses, restaurants 
and stores all throughout San 
Diego, yet they in no way apply 
to San Diego residents. In fact, 
I have been living in San Diego 
for four years and I have yet to 
experience frightful weather out­
side of the rare rainstorm. Any 
sort of fire in California is never 
delightful. 
And with the ocean, Sea 
World, Lego -Land and the San 
Diego Zoo so close, there is 
always something to do or a 
place to go. Notice how I'm not 
even mentioning studying for 
finals? Christmas decorations 
often depict steaming beverages, 
snowflakes, snowmen, puffy 
jackets and scarves. San Diego 
doesn't actually ever experience 
true winter conditions, so are 
the holidays as magical here as 
they are in places where there is 
actually a chance for a "white" 
Christmas? 
I lived in Maher Hall my 
freshman year, back in 2006. 
During the last week of school 
it was announced that we were 
going to have a holiday festival 
on campus with hot chocolate, 
cider, sugar cookies, a Santa 
Claus and snow. We thought noth­
ing of those first four items, but 
the thought of snow got a good 
number of students excited. 
About 10 minutes before the 
snow was scheduled to arrive, 
students were gathered donning 
gloves, scarves and puffy jack­
ets. Shortly after the giant ice 
machines began pumping out ice 
shavings, all chaos broke lose. 
Students were rolling down the 
snaw-covered hill, making snow­
men and engaging in snowball 
some nods of approval and respect 
amongst peers from both parties. 
President Obama's decision to 
send an additional 30,000 troops to 
Afghanistan came with much an­
ticipation and deliberation. During 
his presidential campaign, Obama 
touted the war in Afghanistan as 
"a war we have to win." Obama's 
follow through, along with the 
fights. 
I remember looking around 
and not seeing one unhappy face. 
Even students from snowy cli­
mates, like Colorado, were excited 
to see our school transformed into 
a winter wonderland. 
I'm slightly embarrassed to 
admit it, but one of my guilty plea­
sures is trashy celebrity gossip. 
One of my favorite celebrities is 
Tori Spelling. In her biography 
"sTORI Telling" she describes one 
Christmas when her father, Aaron 
Spelling, had a snow machine de­
liver tons of snow to their home in 
Hollywood. Tori and her brother, 
both very young at the time, were 
dressed up in snow suits, hats and 
gloves, ready to be set free and 
enjoy the snow. 
Unfortunately, they didn't last 
very long. They began to sweat 
profusely under their snow attire 
in Southern California's 70 degree 
weather. Yet Tori remembers it 
came -out and praised Obama for 
his increase in troops. This deci­
sion is the most significant sign of 
bipartisan work we have thus far 
seen out of the Obama adminis­
tration, real change of which this 
country could use a lot more. 
With this upgrade in our 
foreign policy also comes some 
negative backlash on the home 
as one of her favorite childhood 
memories. As we all know, the 
Hollywood elite get whatever they 
want, and during the holidays that 
means a white Christmas. 
I could continue with story 
after story of people going to 
extremes to experience a white 
Christmas, but I think the message 
is clear. The holidays are more 
magical and special when the 
weather outside is indeed "fright­
ful." When we have a need for 
those furry Ugg boots and comfy 
sweaters, the atmosphere does 
feel more like Christmas. While 
it is true that the temperature in 
San Diego is absolutely lovely, it 
sadly, but surely, takes away from 
the Christmas season. 
While the lights strung around 
the trees outside Maher. the bows 
placed beautifully on buildings and 
the perfectly decorated Christmas 
tree in Paloma can remind you a 
lot of the holidays, they just can't 
some of the more hippie-infested 
areas of our , country. If the flocks 
of flower children haven't divorced 
Obama yet, he is most definitely 
sleeping on the couch. 
As the leader of the free world, 
sending additional troops to war 
is like playing charades against a 
deaf couple: you're always going 
to lose. With a world of endless 
possibilities comes one of even 
more vantage points. Beauty and 
morality, along with a means for 
war, are in eye of the beholder. 
While war certainly isn't 
always the right answer, there are 
no other feasible solutions for our 
current situation in Afghanistan. A 
planet free from the forces which 
lay in the mountains of Afghani­
stan is unquestionably a better 
one. 
Who better to perform this 
than the country that helped put 
the Taliban into power? We should 
know more than anyone that the 
Taliban has no interest in waving 
the white flag or negotiating for 
a peaceful solution. Who do you 
think they learned it from? 
L0RASF0RZA/THE VISTA 
make up for the 70 degree weather 
and bright sun. There is something 
about this time of year that makes 
people want to bundle up with hot 
chocolate and a scarf. 
For J1 months San Diego has 
ideal weather, perfect for playing 
outside, a yearlong tan and bike 
rides at any hour of the day. Yet, 
for that one month of the year, 
when all you really want to do is 
sip a hot beverage by a crackling 
fire, San Diegans are missing out. 
We miss out on the playing in 
the snow. We miss out on gazing 
through a frosty window as snow 
falls gently onto the street. 
We even miss out on stomp­
ing our snow-covered boots on a 
doormat before entering the house 
after an exhausting snow shovel­
ing experience. 
So, for now I'll just keep 
dreaming of a white Christmas 
and hopefully one day we'll all 
get one. 
4 4 
Obama's follow through, along with 
the unlikely chane that a politicians 
would keep true to his word, has 
earned him some big points... 
55 
unlikely chance that a politician front for Harvard's most beloved 
would actually keep his word, has alumni. Obviously, as a Democrat 
earned him some big points from president, Obama has a large seg-
the opposing elephants he faces on ment of anti-war supporters, with 
Capitol Hill. which he has seriously tainted his 
Former Speaker of the House relationship. If you think times are 
and staunch Obama critic. Re- tough in Tiger Woods' household, 
publican Newt Gingrich, publicly I would encourage you to visit 
It's Christmas in San Diego, but no snow 
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Many of us are eager to 
finish the semester. Winter break 
is a fine thing to look forward to, 
a great incentive to get through 
finals and usually a lot of fun, at 
least for the first two weeks or 
so. 
I find that after these first 
two weeks of winter break, I am 
sufficiently bored of being at 
home. Since we get out of school 
later than every other school, 
most of my friends from home 
will already back at school within 
a week or two of my arrival. 
Winter break is certainly 
nice, being so long, and it's great 
to have little responsibility, but 
it's too hard to get a part-time job 
for a only month. That is good 
insofar as your parents can't get 
on your case, though if you work 
the same job all year, you might 
not be so lucky. 
So, we have no class and 
no work, just a lot of relaxation 
ahead of us. How sufficiently 
boring. 1 mean, one can only take 
in so much pleasure before bore-
dome sets in. It used to be that 
bored students on vacation could 
turn to the local community col­
leges to keep themselves busy. 
With all the budget cuts, though, 
that's history. So much for clear­
ing up some general education 
requirements. 
There are a few community 
colleges around the state that will 
still, be open. There may still be 
some open near your home. And 
if you're lucky to live in another 
state where the budget isn't in 
shambles, go for it. In addition to 
keeping us from dying of bore­
dom, winter session classes give 
you a feeling of not having been 
completely unproductive, while 
somewhat softening the blow for 
our academic schedules. 
Don't forget that many local 
community centers also offer 
classes in hobbies or sports. Not 
only can you learn, but stay in 
shape. 
No matter what you end up 
doing, it's not a bad idea to stay 
active. If you aren't working or 
already committed to something 
else, why not knock out some of 
the time you would be spending 
sitting on the couch or sitting at a 
desk and get out into the world. 
-Not only might this make your 
work load lighter, but you will 
really appreciate cutting short 
that extended period of bore­
dom. 
Stupid. Sparkly. Sexy.: "Twilight" and kids 
JULIE CEPEDA 
STAFF WRITER 
Vampires and werewolves 
used to be Halloween horrors. 
Now, with their sparkly skin and 
incredible abs, they have become 
idols to which young adults, es­
pecially young girls, flock. As a 
mature college student, ahem, I 
can take delight in many other 
aspects that the "Twilight" series 
offers. Most young adults, though, 
take it at face value. They only 
see a love triangle between a girl 
and two boys who epitomize that 
"bad boy" who mom warned us all 
about. 
What "Twilight" really gives 
young adults is a picture of a girl 
dependent on the affections of 
a boy who is clearly bad for her, 
making decisions without think­
ing them through. Both her love 
interests are boys who, although 
very sexy, have violent sides, 
which every woman should fear. 
This sort of "Romeo and Juliet" 
forbidden romance is idolized by 
both preteens and teens. What 
young girls and boys perceive as 
acceptable through these idolized 
relationships is very concerning. 
Consider the character Bella, 
who, at the tender age of 16, de­
cides that she has not only found 
the love of her life, but is willing 
to literally give her life to him. She 
is naively convinced that Edward, 
a vampire, is and always will be 
the one for her. She feels her exis­
tence is so dependent on Edward 
that when he leaves her, she makes 
several life-threatening decisions 
because she thinks it will bring 
him back to her. And, thanks to 
Stephanie Meyers, Bella's stupid 
decisions bring her exactly what 
she wants: Edward. 
By designing the story as 
such, Meyers not only gives young 
girls the idea that it's perfectly fine 
to be emotionally dependent upon 
the men they are dating, but also 
that if he leaves them, they should 
do whatever it takes to get him 
back. No matter how rash, it will 
succeed. This is not the message 
I would want my young, impres­
sionable daughter to receive from 
reading. 
Young girls are not the only 
ones who will find a bad example 
in the "Twilight" story. Edward 
and Jacob are far cries from a true 
Romeo. They have killer instincts; 
Edward seeks to suck the life out 
of humans and Jacob will turn 
into a werewolf if you make him-
angry. 
Yet despite these violent ten­
dencies, they are able to attract 
Bella, who is oddly unafraid of the 
fact that they could easily kill her. 
She falls for them, despite these 
awful tendencies, and the two men 
fight over her affections. What 
message does this send to young 
boys? Basically, the idea that it's 
okay to be violent, because girls 
will fall for that sort of behavior. 
I don't mean to say that 
"Twilight" is awful and should 
be banned from the reading lists 
of all young adults. All analysis 
set aside, it is quite an enjoyable 
storyline. There is something 
romantic and intriguing about 
forbidden romance that gives it 
literary value. 
However, parents need to be 
smart in talking to their children 
about what they are reading, or 
seeing in the theater, and pointing 
out the underlying differences be­
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Here are a few favorite lyrics from the Vista Christmas Songbook. Enjoy! 
25 
"It's the most wonderful Vista of 
the year" 
"Walking in a Vista wonderland" 
'lAway in a manger; no Vista for 
a bed" 
"Oh, Vista of wonder, Vista of 
might, Vista of beauty bright" 
w tot he world, the Vista has cottle« 
-All I want for Christmas is aVista» 
1Iin0s oi orient are hearing 
^n^^euavc'e"solar" 
eF1RSTDAYOFCHR,ST \ 
-OXT%VE GAVE TO ME, A v My 
•yRtf PEAR TREE" A 'N A 
* /-hristmos I gave you my Vis+ 
"Here comes a Vista, here comes a 
Vista, right down Marian Way" 
"Vistas roasting on an open fire" 
"Grandma got run over by a 
Vista" 
"Shall I playfor you, pa-rum-
pum-pum-pum, on my Vista? 
Climate change fears miss the bigger picture of change 
LIZ CROSBY 
STAFF WRITER 
The fear of climate change 
has plagued humanity for quite 
some time. We are reminded of it 
every time we toss another plas­
tic bottle in the recycle bin. But 
should we be more skeptical about 
the greenhouse effect that so many 
scientists claim is rapidly chang­
ing our atmosphere? We all know 
that Veritas, or truth, can be a diffi­
cult commodity to come by nowa­
days, especially with Wikipedia, 
Sarah Palin and horoscopes. Who 
doesn't still read those, though? 
The scientists at the Uni­
versity of East Anglia's Climate 
Research Unit, the leading facil­
ity for research on athropogenic 
global warming, have been acting 
rather shady. They recently relo­
cated, tampered with or discarded 
a substantial amount of their data. 
There is no privacy left in the 
world; not for Tiger Woods and 
not for prestigious scientists. Hun­
dreds of e-mails have been leaked, 
which indicate they essentially 
manipulated data in order to make 
climate change an urgent issue. 
The scandal has become known as 
Climategate. 
Perhaps their intentions might 
have been noble. E-mails from 
one scientist, Dr. Jones, show that 
he tried to suppress the release 
of some data through bypassing 
freedom of information laws. He 
and his collegues sought to lower 
temperatures in the historical 
recording while raising present 
temperatures to stress the reality 
of an exponentially changing en­
vironment. 
But who can blame them? 
What humanity does to this earth 
is disgusting. Not only do we treat 
the earth wretchedly, but also our 
fellow human beings. I don't mean 
to make everyone feel awful about 
their existence, but have you ever 
thought about all of the people that 
make the clothes you're wearing, 
the laptop on which you type your 
assignments or the towel you use 
to dry off with after a surf ses­
sion? 
We tend to forget whilst 
staring at pictures of Leonardo 
DiCaprio biking around (props to 
him for trying to spread awareness 
about sustainability) that the prod­
ucts we consume correlate directly 
with pollution in China. 
We no longer vote with our 
ballots; we vote with our money. 
And where we cast our George 
Washingtons is crucial in deciding 
how the rest of the world situates 
itself around us. As the biggest 
consumers in the world, we are 
faced with a responsibility about 
which many people choose to 
remain naive. 
I've found that I trust news 
sources such as the Onion, the 
Daily Report and the Colbert 
Report more so than CNN. I don't 
mean to get too ph i losophical, loyal 
reader, but truth in itself is purely 
subjective, not objective, making it 
impossible to fully grasp. Despite 
how much we strive for truth, it is 
incredibly elusive. Perhaps this is 
because it doesn't exist in a way 
that can be defined. 
The climate is changing. 
Doesn't it naturally do that? You 
can never step into the same river 
twice; everything is constantly in 
flux like the morphing of a wave. 
Just ride it, I say. 
By the way, recycling plastic 
water bottles isn't necessarily 
sustainable, contrary to popular 
belief, and you crazy partiers, stop 
losing your phones because you're 
just creating more e-waste. 
The views expressed in the Opinion Section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body. 
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Brazilian student's little pink mini-skirt offers social commentary 
JUSTIN HEDEMARK 
STAFF WRITFR 
A month or so ago, a cartoonish con­
troversy erupted after a Brazilian university 
student showed up for class in a pink mini-
dress. She was greeted with outrage and 
lewd comments. Geisy Villa Nova Arruda, 
a 20-year-old student at Bandeirante Uni­
versity, a private institution, was subjected 
to a mass of her peers chanting "whore" 
and "slut" when she arrived for her lessons 
clothed in more than flattering attire. She 
was forced into covering herself with a white 
lab coat and eventually had to be escorted 
from the building. When she attempted to 
leave campus, though, students blocked her 
path and began to kick her car. University 
officials issued a statement that Arruda had 
been expelled for "gestures" and "attitudes" 
she had manifested, not because of her short 
outfit. Hours later, the dean of the university 
released a note reversing the decision. 
Speaking to Folha Online, a Brazilian 
Internet journal, the weekend following 
the incident, Arruda expressed bewilder­
ment and disappointment at the university's 
initial decision. She was quoted as saying, 
"1 was the victim. How can I be expelled? 
It's absurd." She went on to tell of how she 
learned of the expulsion through the news 
media in lieu of any written notification. 
She claimed that university officials had 
told her that she would be able to return to 
class accompanied by a security guard. 
I was completely taken aback when ,1 
first heard this story on the BBC's "World 
Have Your Say." I mean, come on. Really? 
Expelled for wearing a mini-dress? And to 
be subjected to other students screaming 
"whore" at you and attempting to prevent 
you from leaving? Maybe I'm just jaded. 
Walking through campus on any given day 
I would have to blindfold myself to not see 
hundreds of wonderfully welcome sun­
dresses, mini-dresses, cut-off shorts and a 
myriad of revealing fashion choices. 
What makes this story ever more baf­
fling is its setting. Brazil is infamous for its 
beautiful beaches and barely clothed beach 
bodies. And let's not forget the reputation 
of Carnival, during which a naked body is 
far from random. What makes this event 
scary is the reaction from Arruda's peers. In 
a video on YouTube, you can see first-hand 
the controversy sparked by this incident. 
What does this episode teach us about soci­
ety at large? Why is it newsworthy? 
This conflict represents the clash of 
ideals espoused in different social contexts. 
While renowned for scantily clad beach-
goers and hedonistic celebrations of Carni­
val, Brazil is predominantly Catholic. Most 
university students dress modestly. We can 
relate to this here at USD. It may prove a 
worthy debate in which to engage. When is 
it appropriate to deviate from the prevailing 
religious ideal? 
The hypocrisy evident in this debate is 
striking. The next time you see a provoca­
tively dressed member of the opposite sex 
just ask yourself, "What would justify call­
ing that person a whore, slut or some equally 
derisive epithet?" My answer, "Leave me 
out of it. I'm just going to keep my mouth 
shut and enjoy the view." 
Twitter is a sign of the times, serving a number of audiences 
BEVERLY HUTCHINGS 
STAFF WRITFR 
Twitter gives this generation exactly 
what it wants: instant gratification. The 
social networking site follows the new In­
ternet trend of "real-time web." Information 
is available the second it is published. 
This instantaneous "tweeting" comes 
in handy for those with iPhones and Black­
berries who feed their need to socialize con­
stantly. According to the company's blog, 
40 percent of Twitter web traffic comes 
from the U.S.; 39 percent of international 
traffic comes from Japan. Twitter credits 
its success to its simplicty. Users are asked, 
"What's happening?" and they answer in 
140 characters or less. 
Currently, the company does not run 
on advertising revenue, which just means 
that advertisers go directly to Twitter users 
instead. Still, the company's website claims 
that they "plan to build Twitter, Inc. into a 
successful, revenue-generating company 
that attracts world-class talent with an in­
spiring culture and attitude towards doing 
business." 
But for what do people really use Twit­
ter? Is it just another form of social net­
working entertainment? Or, is it a vital and 
useful social tool? 
For the Perez Hilton and People read­
ers who love celebrity gossip, Twitter is the 
perfect resource. Top-followed celebrities 
include Britney Spears, Ashton Kutcher and 
Taylor Swift. Public figures use Twitter to 
advertise their projects, give immediate up­
dates on their lives (Taylor Swift: "About to 
put on my official CSI cast and crew hoodie 
for the flight. You know, from my old days 
playing a corpse and fighting crime.") or to 
talk with fellow celebrities. 
These celebrity accounts are often used 
for public relations purposes, clearing the air 
about a new rumor or a sticky situation that 
gets overly-publicized. All in all, the main 
purpose of celebrity Twitterers is entertain­
ment; the world would still survive without 
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them, but it is what the public craves. 
Twitter is not always used for evil. This 
summer it played an important role for citi­
zens in Iran. After a questionable presidential 
election, protestors who were cut off from 
other media outlets turned to the Internet for 
relief, especially Twitter. Using this source, 
citizen-journalists were able to show videos 
and images of the violent protests and the 
government's brutal response. Because of 
the effectiveness of this media outlet, the 
Department of State even requested a delay 
in the site's regularly planned maintenance, 
which would otherwise have temporarily 
shut the site down. 
Twitter is what you make of it. You 
can use it to read about the updates of your 
favorite celebrities, or you can follow the 
proactive route and learn about amazing 
causes or amazing stories that people want 
to share. Is Twitter a friend or a foe? You 
decide. 
Twitter is what you make of it. You 
can use it to read about the updates 
of your favorite celebrities, or you 
can follow the proactive route and 
learn about amazing causes... j j 
Keep that golf ball in the fairway 
JUSTIN HEDEMARK 
•STAFF WRITER 
As an avid golfer, I've lost my fair 
share of balls in the trees and other terrain. 
If you've ever hit the links, you know what 
I'm talking about. Those little white suckers 
seem to disappear at will. How many times 
has the crack of the swing been followed all 
too often by the query, "Did you see where 
that went?" 
Like many of my compatriots, my first 
instinct upon losing a ball to the black hole 
of the lumberyard, or to the watery depths, 
is to call Mulligan and grab another. I can't 
begin to guess how many of those little 
white devils I've sacrificed to the Unknown 
over the years. And, apart from my bruised 
handicap, I've given little thought to the 
in the coating is slowly released, attaching 
itself to sediment and poisoning surround­
ing flora and fauna. 
This startling research has given me 
pause. No longer will I shrug my shoulders 
and call for a Mulligan. If anything, I have a 
renewed incentive to cut down on my slice 
or improve my hook. If you think about it, 
you wouldn't throw an empty bottle in the 
woods, so why not spend an extra five or 
10 minutes looking for that little white ball 
of toxic refuse? And, if you can't find it or 
merely pass the buck and expect someone 
else to come pick up after your incompe­
tence, think about the impact you can make 
on the environment by removing what 
is bound to become a partially degraded 
poison ball. 
I feel guilty thinking about the casual-
4 4  I feel like a big fat hypocrite 
self-righteously telling people that I 
don't litter, while thousands of shiny 
white abandoned souls scream out, 
decrying my ignorance. 9 9 
impact my errant shots have had on the 
landscape around me. 
According to CNN, research teams 
at the Danish Golf Union, have come up 
with a startling answer to that all too silent 
question. The Danes have discovered that it 
takes the average golf ball between 100 and 
1.000 years to decompose when abandoned 
to nature. When you think that 300 mil­
lion golf balls are lost annually in America 
alone, it's hard to rationalize the negative 
effect they have on the ecosystem. This is 
especially so since it has been proven that, 
during decomposition, golf balls release 
high quantities of heavy metals. When sub­
merged in water, as they often are, the zinc 
ness with which I gave up looking for so 
many wayward shots over the years. I feel 
like a big fat hypocrite self-righteously tell­
ing people that I don't litter, wl]ile thousands 
of shiny white abandoned souls scream out, 
decrying my ignorance. 
Next time you go out for a casual 
round, think about your impact on the green 
Garden of Eden around you. If anything, 
use this information as motivation to spend 
a little more time at the driving range. We 
could all benefit from a little more practice 
on the ole' swing. And I'm pretty sure all of 
nature will breathe a collective sigh of relief 
when you end up in the fairway instead of 
the woods or water. 
ENTER TO WIN A $300 GIFT PACKAGE. 
VISITwww.HazardCenter.com/promotion 
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Some say, "It is better to give than to receive." How­
ever, for many people the stress of picking out the perfect gift 
giving less rewarding. Picking the perfect present can 
be af stressful task, however, when you finally find that per- . 
jfect present, it is a great thing. 
When a fantastic gift is wrapped, the giver hands the 
package over with excitement, while the recepient, unable to 
mask their enthusiasm, opens the present with delight. If an 
approriate gift is chosen, both parties are thoroughly satisfied. 
So, how elo 3gju pick out the perfect gift for everyone 
on your Christmas list this year? You must start by genuinely 
thinking abouf the person youjare getting the gift for. Unfor­
tunately duryig this time of year the averagdUSD student 
does so much thinking on a day-to-day basis that it becomes am m 
quite the task to add holiday shopping on their list of things to 
do. 
When picking out a gift for someone, first decide 
whether you are getting a practical gift or a non-practical gift. 
What will the recepient appreciate more? Often we are drawn 
to give the non-practical gift, but would the person actually 
appreciate a good pair of socks over that fuzzy reindeer pair? 
Or will they be delighted by the charm of the holiday themed 
socks? 
The second step to picking out the perfect gift is finding 
something that the person doesn't have already. That beauti­
ful bright pink watch may be amazing, but if the recipient 
already has 20 watches she will rarely have a chance to show­
case your beautiful gift. 
With multiple recipients on your gift list, it is some­
times difficult to have ample time to find a gift that is both 
creative and thoughtful. Luckily, The Vista has put together a 
holiday gift guide to inspire some fabulous gift ideas. 
For all she does, nothing says I love you more tl 
gilting her with something she will love. 
I Something practical: Every mom needs a Car 
( ?b> to organize the endless amount of gift cards, 
m mbership cards and credit cards that weigh down 
herkvallcl. Card Cubb\ is an alphabetized card file 
thai comes in a variety of colors and styles and rang 
fmin S19-S24. Gotocardcubby.com to customize 
yotir mom's today. 
1 Something bedazzling; Try earrings or a Chic 
giftjeard to keep her sparkling all year long. 
3. Something endearing: Easy serapbooks can b 
made on shutterflv.com. 
When picking a gift out for your roommate, try to 
mething that you both enjoy so that it fosters fur 
tmate bonding. 
Jovie: Pick a classic you can all enjoy such as 
"Scarface" or "Breakfast at Tiffany's." 
2. F.V. DVDS: 1 he latest season of "The Office" or 
""Gossip Girl" will provide laughs and entertainment. 
3. A game: If your household does not own Apples 
to Apples. Catchphrase or The Game erf Things, dash to 
your nearest farget or target.com and purchase them im 
mediately. 
4. Something to decorate the house: Frame a picture 
to add some ambiance to your empty walls 
Girlfriends sometimes have low expectations for whan 
their boyfriend may give them during the holidays, so pick 
out something special and exceed those expectations. 
1. Gondola ride: What lady doesn't love to pretend like 
she's floating down the streams of Venice with her amor by 
her side? You could make part of her dream a reality with a 
gondola ride in Coronado for $85-$95 (sandiego-romantics. 
com/gondola-ride .html). 
2. Facial: Treat your special someone to a facial and 
massage at TL Spa &Wellness (tlspa.com). After all you've 
put her through, she might deserve a little pampering. Ser­
vices range from $45-$105. 
3. Poetry: If your girlfriend will appreciate a good 
cheap laugh, an inspirational haiku, cheesy love note or 
romantic sonnet will make her smile. 
What is the worst 
holiday present you 
have ever received? 
"Russian snow hat given 
to me by my grandfather, 
like 30 years old. Gave it 
back I believe." 
Andrew Arcidiacono. Junior 
"Someone put a fake 
Burberry scarf in a real 
Burberry box, need I go 
on 9" 
Kevin Chagnon, Senior 
"A wooden duck with a 
yellow cape...it did 
nothing," 
Chase Tushaus, Senior 
"My aunt got me a fake 
hot pink purse with a gold 
chain two years ago. It lit­
erally felt like 1 was petting 
a cat." 
Emily Phan. Sophomore 
"Leopard print granny 
panties with an attached 
perfume sample from my 
roommate's aunt." 
Olivia Uhart. Junior 
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A&C FDITOR 
Xout the music 
Due to lack of inspiration for 
what to write about, I am going to 
talk about what I don't like. You 
can tell me that I have a spiritless 
soul or call me Scrooge for that 
matter. The fact, is the majority 
of Christmas music is just flat out 
annoying. 
The day after Thanksgiving 
we are bombarded with Christ­
mas tunes on the radio and wher­
ever we decide to do our holiday 
shopping. The problem with this 
is that it continues for a month. 
Over and over we have to hear 
the same generic songs that we 
have heard for years upon end. 
They never seem to change. If 
the music was so amazing, one 
would think that we would listen 
to it on a yearly basis. However, 
we have all been in the situation 
when someone gives you a dirty 
look for playing "The Christmas 
Song" in June. But then the holi­
days roll around and Christmas 
carols are burned into our heads. 
So why is it justified to play 
the song in Macy's for a month 
straight if we can't get away with 
playing the song in the summer 
season? 
One song describes the 
Christmas season with the words, 
"It's the most wonderful time of 
the year," but I would have to dis­
agree. Yes, it is pleasant to spend 
time with the family, giving and 
receiving with each other and all 
that good stuff. Especially finals. 
Yeah, that is an awesome time of 
the year. 
Every Christmas I make a 
wish on that lucky star atop the 
tree in hopes that I can bask in the 
moment forever. Sorry, but sum­
mertime is nice and warm and I 
can spend my days on the beach. 
I am not loaded down with finals 
like I am at the end of December. 
Summer is the most wonderful 
time of the year. 
Don't get me wrong, I know 
that there are many talented art­
ists who have created Christmas 
music. Bing Crosby is a fine 
example. The man has a wonder­
ful voice and if I had to choose 
a Christmas album I would most 
likely choose to listen to ol' Bing. 
To be frank though, I'm not sure 
I need a full song dedicated to 
how they say Merry Christmas in 
Hawaii. 
The truth lies in the reality 
that people do not listen to Christ­
mas music because it is good. 
They listen to it for the spirit of 
Christmas; for that spirit of Santa 
Claus, who, by the way, does not 
exist. "Here comes Santa Claus/ 
Here comes Santa Claus/ Right 
down Santa Clause Lane." That's 
just your parents spending way 
too much money oayour spoiled 
ass. 
I'm not saying I don't like 
getting presents or anything. It 
does feel good to know that people 
care and love me to the point that 
they go out of their way to spend 
their hard-earned cash on gifts. 
But really, it's not that I am some 
dark, hateful sinner who hates 
Christmas! I'm just bugged from 
hearing the same music repeat­
edly, especially when it doesn't 
tickle my heartless soul. 
"The Carter": Lil' Wayne's revealing documentary 
Is he really just misunderstood? 
BRENT TUTTLE 
STAFF WRITFR 
One glimpse into the realm 
of Lil' Wayne reaffirms his lyri­
cal content. Without a doubt this 
specimen of super stardom does 
not originate from planet Earth. 
As one has the privilege to jour­
ney deep into the strange and 
bewildered life of the self-pro-
claimed "best rapper alive," the 
evidence captured on film only 
further proves his case for suc­
cess. Dwayne Michael Carter's 
(Lil' Wayne) spaceship runs off 
of many things, but the oil; the 
blood, the heart and the soul of his 
engine is obsession. 
Throughout the film, director 
Adam Bhala Lough does an ex­
cellent job of actually portraying 
the essential compulsions which 
make Wayne, the martian rapper 
we have all grown to cherish and 
credit, drift so smoothly through 
outer space. 
Wayne is endowed with raw 
talent, "a blessing" as he puts it. 
His arrangements and relevant 
connections for uncustomary 
words can humble any creative 
mind; especially when you equate 
that Wayne is seen drinking the in­
famous syrup or smoking weed in 
nearly every scene of the movie. 
Daily human occurrences such as 
food consumption or exposure to 
sunlight are almost nonexistent in 
the gathered footage of Wayne's 
world. 
Wayne compares the inner 
workings of his cranium to that of 
Russell Crowe's in "A Beautiful 
Mind." Whether it be an instinc­
tive differentiation or a substance-
fueled alteration of reality, Wayne 
views the world in a totally differ­
ent aspect than all other sapiens. 
He states that he has storms of 
thoughts all day. Upon gaining 
access to a microphone he is able 
to swing open his imaginative 
floodgates of intelligence and 
further ensure that he has enough 
room for more creative juices to 
ferment in the days, weeks and 
months to come. 
On multiple occasions during 
"The Carter," Wayne is notice­
ably in a deep, substance-induced 
trance, barely able to project Eng­
lish and in some cases not speak­
ing any known human language. 
His body language is reflective 
of his verbal skills and just as he 
looks like he's lost the battle, there 
can be a freak reawakening of 
lyrical brilliance, which is really 
what Wayne's studio albums are 
composed of. Hours upon hours 
of meaningless drone flows, serv­
ing as a long-term investment for 
those few bars of eminence which 
will be compiled with a list of pre­
decessors who all fell into place in 
a similar manner. 
Wayne's work ethic is as 
enslaving and as unique as the 
thoughts he assembles. His sur­
rogate father and CEO of Cash 
Money Records, Birdman, states 
that Wayne is "the last man 
standing, and the first man to get 
there" when it comes to compos­
ing tracks. Wayne feels the need 
to selectively listen to only his 
own music in order to constantly 
critique and improve the tracks 
he manufactures on a daily basis. 
Wayne justifies this undying dedi­
cation to his music by affirming it 
is an elevated standard of quality 
and production for all artists. He 
argues that if he tries to conquer 
everything, be it songs, beats or 
lyrics, then all artists will have 
to meet his standards of work in 
order to succeed, hence improv­
ing the state of music as a whole 
for musicians and listeners alike. 
Countless days and nights 
are captured through the camera's 
lens, showing in detail the amount 
of time Wayne spends behind a 
microphone or a mixing board. 
Whether he is in his hotel room, 
on his tour bus or in the studio, 
Wayne can be caught recording at 
any waking moment. When he re­
ceived the news that "Tha Carter 
III" had gone platinum in its first 
week, Wayne was of course found 
true to form; smoking a blunt on 
his tour bus while recording a 
track and watching ESPN. Multi­
tasking at its finest. 
Though Wayne's life of 
excess is glamorized by most, 
this film also takes you to a place 
rarely visited by his average fan; 
the dark side, or the dwelling 
place of Wayne's demons. As the 
cameras continue to roll, one real­
izes that, though Wayne spends a 
good amount of his time posing as 
a charismatic and vibrant person­
ality, there are serious insecurities 
plaguing his soul, sending him 
at times into severe isolation and 
states of undeniable depression. 
Wayne spends the remainder of 
his time in solitary confinement 
undergoing hours of therapy with 
his most trusted companion, his 
microphone. 
When dealingwith functioning 
members of the public, one never 
knows which Dwayne Michael 
Carter they might come across. 
His personality shifts daily, even 
hourly depending on what drug 
he's on or what drug he's coming 
off of. Friendships with even his 
closest childhood friend, DJ and 
manager Cortez Bryant, have been 
jeopardized by Wayne's disregard 
for societal norms and substance 
control. Though many members 
of his entourage, close friends and 
even Birdman have confronted 
Wayne about the demons that 
haunt him and the substances 
which follow in their trail, Wayne 
has yet to be convinced that he 
needs help. Posing a valid point, 
Wayne argues, "It ain't about what 
I'm on. It's'about what I do." 
Without hardly any sit-down 
interviews, "The Carter" proves to 
COURTESY HYPEOFMUSIC.COM 
be the most abysmal look into the 
extraterrestrial times of Wayne 
thus far. The makers of the docu­
mentary took an unconventional 
approach to their work at the 
suggestion of Wayne. Rather than 
sit down and chisel out answers 
from Wayne's skull, they decided 
to explain him through raw foot­
age blended with his own music, 
which in itself reveals more 
information about the hip-hop 
phenomenon than any interview 
could ever present. The documen­
tary concludes beautifully with 
"Don't Get It" off of "Tha Carter 
III," providing a first class ex­
planation of the image presented 
on the screen; a close up shot of 
Wayne's face with a tattoo read­
ing "MISUNDERSTOOD" boldly 
printed on the side of his head. 
While the public may never 
have a true understanding of 
Wayne, he seems to have it all 
figured out. When asked by a 
reporter, "Are you a rock star? 
Is that how you see yourself?" 
Wayne without hesitation cocked 
his head up in the direction of the 
journalist, unveiled his diamond 
grille through a wide smile and 
fumigated a thick fog bank of 
smoke from his mouth until the 
next question was asked. 
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A charming display of stage presence 
Drummer of Fleet Foxes demonstrates his talent at The Casbah 
RYAN COGHILL 
A&C FDITOR 
In an anxious state of mind, 
trying to complete my editor work 
for the newspaper on Tuesday 
night in the hopes that I would 
at least catch the majority of J 
Tillman's set at The Casbah, my 
hopes of making the show on time 
began to diminish while driv­
ing on the 5 South at 11:10 p.m. 
on Dec. 1. Frantically charging 
down the street, leaving the Mrs. a 
good 10 steps behind, I turned the 
corner where the bouncer studied 
the guest list for our names. Our 
names not being there, I began 
explaining that my friend had just 
been down here to do an interview 
with Tillman. As the words rolled 
off my tongue, Tillman walked 
around the corner, glaring at his 
cell phone and asked, "Are you 
Ryan and Rait I in?" 
This was a fortunate stroke 
of serendipity. However, I feel I 
have the right to speculate that he 
was waiting for our arrival before 
he began the show because not a 
moment later, he regrouped with 
his band members and began 
plugging in on stage. Tillman's 
kindness echoed in his soothing 
voice and gentle words. Even 
when drunken bystanders in the 
back continually spoke over his 
soft and mellow songs, he didn't 
have the heart to ask them to be re­
spectful but only remarked in his 
charming tone,-"I just want them 
to like me." With this he asked if 
anyone had any songs they would 
like to hear and "James Blues" 
was requested politely by a man 
in attendance. Alone on his guitar, 
lightly strumming, Tillman beau­
tifully sang the song with words 
J. Tillman demonstrates musical diversity through his instrument choice. 
COURTESY THELINEOFBESTFIT.COM 
decorating a depressed soul quite 
gracefully. 
Best known for his role as the 
drummer of Fleet Foxes, Tillman 
epitomizes the musical ear, having 
the capability to move between an 
array of instruments flawlessly. 
Aside from his acoustic guitar and 
gorgeous voice, he shared intimate 
moments with a flute, vertical 
cymbal and tambourine, making 
for an experimental session aes­
thetically pleasing to anyone with 
taste. Many of the songs were ap­
proached in a slow-paced fashion, 
but eventually transfonned into 
heavy jams, with Tillman drop­
ping down to his knees to slam 
the vertical cymbal he had set up 
to the right of his feet. After the 
show I praised his choice to bring 
such a heavy tone into a melodi­
ous style of music and conveyed 
my hope that he would continue in 
that direction. Tillman responded, 
"A lot of people have said that so 
it is something I definitely think 
about." 
It's unfortunate that he only 
played about eight songs. I don't 
know if he was tired or fed up with 
the rudeness of the drunkards but 
I would like to have heard much 
more from this musician. The 
peacefulness of the music had me 
in a trance, yearning for more. I 
can only wonder how it might feel 
to be disrespected like Tillman was 
at the Casbah. He said it was up­
setting but he couldn't really hear 
them all that much. I think that 
statement was Tillman just being 
the humble man he is, but it was 
evident that the other members of 
the band were irritated. When at a 
small venue there is nothing more 
disconcerting than people who 
feel the need to converse during 
a performance. However, there is 
nothing more pleasing than a per­
former who is so self-effacing. 
Who says he can't top the charts again? 
John Mayers new album "Battle Studies" makes Billboard's No. 1 
MICHELLE CUNNANE 
GI1FST WRITFR 
The recent release of John 
Mayer's hit single "Who Says" 
left fans and critics ctirious about 
the content of John Mayer's latest 
album, "Battle Studies." It served 
as an introduction to an album that 
reveals much more of Mayer's 
quirky personality and honest life 
struggles. 
"Battle Studies" was released 
on Nov. 17 by Columbia Records, 
over three years after the release 
of his previous album "Continu­
um." Most fans would agree that 
it was worth the wait, as the album 
quickly rose to No. 1 on the Bill­
board 200 chart. 
Through his romantic es­
capades with various celebrities 
and attempts at stand up comedy, 
John Mayer has shown himself as 
more than just a singer/songwriter 
in recent years. In an interview 
on Fuse with host Steven Smith, 
Mayer explains that the life of a 
celebrity is what you make of it. 
He is proud that he has been able 
to pursue various areas of interest 
while still remaining a respected 
musician. 
Mayer says that through the 
release of this album, "I'm really 
returning to my primary element." 
In "Battle Studies" he proves that 
his life as a celebrity has not gotten 
in the way of his melodic voice 
afid phenomenal guitar skills. 
"Battle Studies" is an honest 
album. Mayer isn't necessarily 
playing it safe as he sings "Who 
says I can't get stoned/ Call up 
a girl that I used to know/ Fake 
love for an hour or so/ Who says 
I can't get stoned," in his single 
"Who Says". He says that while 
"Continuum" was an attempt at 
the perfect record, "'Battle Stud­
ies' is a lot more endearing in the 
sense that it really, feels like me, 
not on stage playing for you for 
some of these songs, but in your 
house playing for you." 
In many tracks he is quite 
candid and puts his beliefs bluntly. 
In "Half of My Heart," an almost-
duet with Taylor Swift, he confess­
es to holding back in a relation­
ship. He sings "Half of my heart's 
got a real good imagination/ Half 
of my heart's got you/ Half of my 
heart's got a right mind to tell you/ 
That half of my heart won't do." 
In "Friends, Lovers or Nothing," 
he explains the harsh reality that 
friends and lovers don't go hand 
in hand. 
Taylor Swift's cameo in the 
album is something to note, as 
Mayer rarely collaborates with 
other artists. In one interview on 
ROVE, he explains that he wants 
his albums to be around forever. 
He cannot control what another 
artist will do with their future so 
it is a risky move to put someone 
else on his album. This shows the 
respect he must have for Swift as 
an artist. 
At the same time, Swift 
barely sings three lines in "Half of 
My Heart" and then simply sings 
backup for Mayer. It seems that 
this skepticism may just take away 
from the song itself. Throughout 
"Battle Studies," Mayer ties in 
repeated battlefield references to 
easy-going Southern Californian 
melodies as well as some tracks 
that resemble the sound of bands 
like U2. 
John Mayer's upcoming San 
Diego show on Dec. 29 at Copley 
Symphony Hall is sold out. He 
will also be playing in Las Vegas 







Every semester during finals 
I have to re-learn how to study. 
I don't know how, but I always 
seem to forget how to write papers 
and cram for my end of semester 
tests. Each term is unique in its 
hectic-ness and intense require­
ments, and this semester has 
been no different. The only thing 
special about this semester is that, 
as a senior, I can see the light at 
the end of the tunnel. There is a 
certain satisfaction to completing 
the fall term of my final year at 
USD. 
We all know how hard it is 
to sit yourself in front of your 
computer and just buckle down 
and get your work done. Going 
out with friends, Facebooking 
and blatant procrastination are all 
very tempting this time of year, 
but it is finals week that can really 
make you or break you. There are 
so many distractions and so little 
time. 
So, this week for my column, 
I once again offer you a kernel of 
inspiration. If you are like me, 
then the right kind of music can 
help you concentrate and makes 
studying not so bad. One thing I 
have learned in my college career 
is that creating a soundtrack to my 
studies really helps. Below I have 
listed my top five favorite albums 
to study to. Hopefully you find 
them just as inspirational as I do. 
1. "An Invitation" - Inara George 
& Van Dyke Parks: The Bird and 
the Bee's Inara George paired up 
with composer Van Dyke Parks 
to create this upbeat and beauti­
ful album that sounds like a score 
from a musical. 
2. "Versus" - Kings of Conve­
nience: This album is made up of 
remixes of Kings of Convenience 
tracks by the likes of Ladytron 
and Alfie. It is smooth and some­
times quiet, but definitely chair-
dance-worthy. 
3. "Reveries" — Pacific!: Ever 
heard of an Electro-surf band 
from Sweden? Me neither! But 
these guys are irresistible. Put 
them on repeat and bust out a 
term paper or two. 
4. "Two Way Monologue" -
Sondre Lerche: Whistle while you 
work to this album. My favorite 
tracks include "On the Tower" 
and "Wet Ground.' 
5. "Mermaid Avenue" - Billy 
Bragg & Wilco: This album is a 
little bit country and a little bit 
* rock and roll. It's great back­
ground music; just make sure you 
don't get distracted singing along 
to every track. 
We all know that when good 
music is on it makes work a lot 
easier and time seems to go by 
just a little faster. So quit procras­
tinating, log off Facebook and 
put on a good album. It's time to 
finish the semester strong. 
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Harmonious transitioning: Kaitlin's favorites of 2009 
KAITL1N PERRY 
ASSOCIATF FDITOR 
2009 was a year of trans­
formation regarding my musical 
focus. Last semester revolved 
around electronic music for the 
most part. My must-see list for 
Coachella was constructed around 
the time slots of Crookers and 
MSTRKRFT, and I worked relent­
lessly to acquire press passes for 
both EDC and HARD Summer. 
After I experienced the disaster 
that was HARD Summer (or Flac­
cid Summer as my friends call it), 
the electronic music scene was no 
longer fun and happy to me. 
These electronic music festi­
vals had become the cool thing to 
attend; a place at which 13-year-
olds can experiment with drugs 
while dancing to DJs they can't 
even name. 
As the scene began to lose 
its authenticity, I began to lose 
interest. My attention had transi­
tioned to an interest in the music 
my friends created, but mostly the 
music they were influenced by. 
I became accustomed to listen­
ing to jazz, experimental noise, 
psychedelic instrumental music 
and ethereal vibrations! It was all 
very new and exciting, though 
headache-inducing at times. 
Interspersed between the 
noise and the vibrations was clas­
sic '80s hip-hop, which my friends 
and I would listen to at the random 
parties we attended, at which my 
friends would shotgun smoke lit­
erally (i.e. exhaling smoke through 
the barrel of a shotgun) while 
listening to Brotha Lynch Hung, 
who raps about eating babies, 
and drinking straight whiskey. 
As anyone could see, I had com­
pletely escaped the rave scene. 
But whether or not the new scene I 
was a part of was any better is still 
undecided in my mind. 
After the summer ended and 
I prepared to move back to San 
Diego, I began to fall back into 
the sounds that comforted me the 
most at the time: Beirut, Jenny 
Lewis, The Dead Weather, Fleet 
Foxes, Grizzly Bear and WHY?. 
Interestingly enough, I think that 
the '80s hip-hop sub-consciously 
brought me back to music that 
based itself upon lyrics rather than 
random noise or excessive bass. 
As the school year progressed, 
my roommate had developed a 
pre-party playlist, exposing me to 
bands I hadn't heard much of, such 
as Empire of the Sun. 1 am grateful 
to her for providing me with the 
Phaseone remix of Animal Collec­
tive's song "Daily Routine." 
However, by immersing 
myself in USD's weekend party 
scene once again, I submitted 
myself to overplayed rap songs 
and Lady GaGa. I instantly learned 
the art of selective hearing, a 
tactic mastered by my grandma, 
it had been dormant in my genetic 
makeup until I needed it the most. 
At this point, my personal life 
is becoming more and more a part 
of the real world and less confined 
to the typical lifestyle of a college 
student. I will be turning 21 in 
January, a birthday that will open 
up many possible doors of experi­
ence for me, especially in regard 
to the amount of shows I will be 
able to attend. It's unknown to me 
what my 2010 soundtrack will be, 
but if it's as varied as my 2009 
soundtrack I will most definitely 
be needing a second iPod. 
Songs of'09: 
January: "Blue Ridge Mountains" 
by Fleet Foxes 
February: " The Next Messiah" by 
Jenny Lewis 
March: "Whatever You Like (Dis-
cotech remix)" by T.I. 
April: "WARP" by The Bloody 
Beetroots 
May: "Gifted" by N.A.S.A. fea­
turing Kanye West, Santigold and 
Lykke Li 
June: "Ready, Able" by Grizzly 
Bear 
July: "Locc 2 Da Brain" by Brotha 
Lynch Hung 
August: "Hang You From the 
Heavens" by The Dead Weather 
September: "Against Me" by 
WHY? 
October: "Your Rocky Spine" by 
Great Lake Swimmers 
November: "U R A Fever" by The 
Kills tied with "Bless This Mess" 
by Haley Bonar 
December: "White Winter 
Flymnal" by Fleet Foxes (it never 
gets old) 
Fake fur is in, but real fur is a fashion faux pas 
VICTORIA FANTOZZI 
STAFF WRITFR 
Fur has always been a con­
troversial garment in the fashion 
industry. Why people willingly 
spend an upwards of $50,000 to 
wear a furry little animal around 
their body is beyond comprehen­
sion to many. But even though a 
fur-less winter jacket will keep 
you just as warm and cost 20 
times less, there are still those 
willing to shell out the dough to 
enhance their perceived elegance 
and sophistication with the pelts 
of animals. 
Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen 
most recently made headlines 
when they controversially wore 
full-length mink coats, in addition 
to the other items of fur they model 
on an almost daily basis. PETA 
decided to take action against the 
"Trollsen Twins," as they coined 
them, with the headline: "Fur is 
worn by beautiful animals and 
ugly people." 
The campaign launched a back­
lash against both the twins and 
other fur-supporting celebrities, 
bringing the fur trend to the fore­
front of the media and demanding 
our attention be drawn to it. 
Luckily since the scandal 
exploded in 2007, things have 
calmed down a bit, but fashion is 
ready to stir things up again with 
a reinvention of the fur trend this 
fall. But before you grab your 
picket signs - relax. This time faux 
fur is all the rage. 
If you can't wear it, change it. 
Real fur didn't fly, but that wasn't 
going to stop designers from trying 
to integrate the trend into their 
fall collections. Vests, coats, hats, 
scarves - the trend is everywhere 
and it's almost impossible to walk 
into a store without seeing faux fur 
somewhere, whether it be on the 
outer lining of a hat or around the 
top rim of Ugg.boots. 
The most popular form of faux 
fur this season is definitely the 
vest. With a pair of jeans, boots 
and a long sleeve shirt underneath 
it's chic but casual all at the same 
time, not to mention warm and 
comfy. The vest is a good alter­
native to the traditional fur coat 
because let's be honest, a fur coat 
can look ridiculous and gaudy on 
anyone under 40 living in sunny 
San Diego. But if you like the 
fur look, then you can still try a 
vest and look a lot more practical. 
Faux fur can be cheap or some­
what expensive, but you'll never 
find it in the price ranges of real 
fur. Juicy Couture has a faux fur 
vest for $230, but if that's still too 
much for a trend-of-the-moment, 
then check out H&M or any simi­
lar store where faux fur will cost 
around $50. 
If you're not brave enough to 
wear fur as a garment, try it as an 
accessory. Boots are incredibly 
popular (especially Uggs), but 
this season ftir comes on hats and 
scarves as well. Saks has launched 
a new line of elastic fur scarves 
that slip over your head and look 
like a collar to the shirt you're 
wearing. You can also use the same 
piece as a headband if you want to 
mix it up. These cost around $150, 
but since you can use it as a collar 
or a headband, it might be worth 
the price. But of course, you can 
also play it safe and check out the 
fur-lined hooded jackets that have 
been on the market for years - Ab-
ercrombie and Hoi lister, sound 
familiar? 
Whether you embrace the fur 
trend or not, you can rest assured 
that the items you see marketed in 
stores this season are most likely 
faux. Let's hope the Olsen twins 
get the memo soon. 
COURTESY CELEBUZZ.COM 
The Olsen twins may look good, 
but PETA is not happy. 
After Midnight Project's influences may seem surprising 
BRYCE CARR 
STAFF WRITFR 
It's without a doubt that one 
of the rising stars on the alterna­
tive rock scene this year has been 
Los Angeles-based band, After 
Midnight Project. Their single 
"Take Me Home" has remained 
on Billboard's Alternative Top 
40 for 17 weeks and still remains 
close to its peak position. It is easy 
to say that with the constant tour­
ing of the band and the increase in 
airplay, the song will remain on 
the charts well into the new year. 
The success found by this band is 
no small feat considering the fact 
that After Midnight Project is such 
a relatively young band. Not only 
have the guys been together for 
just a few years, but their Aug. 11 
release "Let's Build Something To 
Break" is their first release on a 
major label. 
Prior to their set opening for 
Papa Roach last week at the 
House of Blues, I had the chance 
to sit down with the band and talk 
about their experiences touring, 
their influences and current musi­
cal interests as a band. 
The responses 
seem like respon 
that spent time oi 
such as 30 Se< 
Breaking Benjam 
example, lead sin 
describes the b; 
: received didn't 
es from a band 
ening for bands 
onds to Mars, 
n and Trapt. For 
;er Jason Evigan 
nd's sound as 
"Muse, Nine Inch Nails, Incubus 
and Elliott Smith getting drunk at 
a wine taster. Elegant and raw." 
I certainly understand the 
grouping of the first three, but the 
addition of Elliott Smith seems 
to contradict the other examples 
listed before. Surprisingly, the 
group pulls the sound off, mixing 
hostility and aggression with 
stripped down, heart-on-your-
sleeve, anthemic rock. 
This past summer, the band 
played a stint on the Vans Warped 
Tour, a rite of passage for many 
groups in the scene. I asked the 
guys what the experience was like 
for them, traveling with so many 
like-minded individuals and get­
ting to play for thousands of fans. 
They described it as "exhausting 
fun" and an "overall very positive 
experience." This should come 
as no surprise from a band that 
seems to put interactions with fans 
as the foremost priority. From the 
beginning, this group made sure 
to always listen to what their fans 
have to say. 
Be it hanging out with fans 
after shows or communicating 
live with them on websites such 
as MySpace or Twitter, the AMP 
Army Street Team is a group of 
diehard fans who really help to 
push the band's success. The over­
all Warped Tour the experience is 
something the band really enjoyed 
and they announced during the in­
terview that they just signed on to 
do it again next summer. 
The most interesting part of the 
interview came when I asked the 
group what music they're listen­
ing to. Given the overall sound of 
the band, one would assume that 
they'd be really into some of the 
more aggressive, cutting edge rock 
bands on the circuit today. To my 
surprise, nearly every member of 
After Midnight Project mentioned 
bands that shocked me. Hidden 
beneath the Korn and Paramore 
were more obscure artists such as 
Bonobo and Edward Sharpe and 
the Magnetic Zeroes, as well as the 
equally unexpected John Mayer. 
After the interview, I went 
back and listened to the band's 
music again.' I certainly heard why 
the band was chosen to open that 
night for Papa Roach, but beneath 
everything, I found Elliott Smith. 
On "Take Me Home," Jason's 
pleading vocals and words convey 
recognizing that a relationship is 
falling apart yet being unable to 
cut the cord. 
Anyone familiar with Elliott 
Smith crtuld listen to the song 
and think that he originally wrote 
the lyrics. It occurred to me that 
, this band really is unique. Their 
sound, though easily assigned to 
one genre, comes from artistic' 
expression of multiple influences, 
and for that reason, the band will 
continue to succeed. 
BRYCE CARR/THE VISTA 
Lead singer, Jason Evigan rocks out at the House of Blues. 
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"Up in the Air" is worthy of the Oscar buzz it's generating 
KAITLIN PERRY 
ASSOCIATF FPITOR 
"Ifyou're going to make a movie 
about a guy who fires people for a 
living and wants to live alone, he 
better be a darn charming actor." 
Which is precisely why Jason 
Reitman chose George Clooney to 
star in his latest film, "Up in the 
Air," based loosely on the novel 
written by Walter Kirn. 
Reitman, who directed both 
"Juno" and "Thank You for Smok­
ing," has produced, written and 
directed yet another unique film 
that is beyond genre. "Up in the 
Air" is a film that is both serious 
and funny. 
Its main character, Ryan Bing­
ham, is a provocative anti-hero, a 
character-type common in Reit­
man films. Ryan is a corporate 
downsizer who can pack his life 
into one wheel-away suitcase. He 
has no real home and no wife or 
kids to tie him down. 
He travels from city to city via 
airplane to fire employees of com­
panies that would rather not do the 
firing themselves. However when 
efficiency expert Natalie Keener 
presents a budget-cutting idea that 
involves firing people over remote 
video conferencing, Ryan's life­
style of living on the road becomes 
threatened. 
The plot of the film revolves 
around the idea that all of the 
things meant to bring us together, 
such as machine-mediated con­
versations, have driven us apart, 
which begs the question, how do 
we get back to lasting conversa­
tions that American communities 
had in the past? "The script grew 
into being about how imperative 
connections are in our daily lives," 
Reitman said. 
While the film's underlying 
theme. is somewhat thought-pro­
voking, the undertone is greatly 
affected by the more tangible idea 
of job loss, an issue presently af­
fecting most Americans. The news 
presents countless statistics to the 
public so often that the issue of 
unemployment has been dehuman­
ized and has become the mere 
background noise of family din­
ners and late-night web browsing. 
"Up in the Air" puts real feces 
to the statistics we hear, literally. 
Rather than cast professional actors 
to play the roles of the employees 
being fired, Reitman and Co. visit­
ed Detroit and St. Louis, two cities 
hit the hardest by. the economy's 
downfall, to interview real people 
that had lost their jobs. 
"We put an ad out in the paper 
saying we were making a docu­
mentary about job loss," Reitman 
said. "For about 10 minutes we'd 
interview each person and ask 
them, 'How did you lose your job? 
What is it like to be searching for 
work in this economy? How is it 
affecting your daily search' for pur­
pose?'And, once they felt comfort­
able on camera, we'd say, 'Now 
we'd like to fire you on camera. 
And we'd like you to say whatever 
you said the day you lost your job 
or, if you prefer, what you wish 
you had said.' This would begin 
another 10-minute kind of improv 
scene where they would say all 
kinds of astonishing things that 
I'd never have thought to write... 
Detroit was particularly tough. In 
Detroit all the people kept saying, 
'I don't know what I'm supposed 
to do.'" 
Reitman discovered that it's the 
feeling of a lack of purpose that 
hits people the hardest rather than 
the loss of income, and he does 
an impressive job of reflecting 
this concept in his film. After all, 
there is no need to state the obvi­
ous. Had he focused on the money 
aspect of job loss, the film would 
be nowhere near as effective as it 
is. It is the concept of purpose that 
once again re-focuses our attention 
on how the economy is affecting 
those around us. 
Reitman talked about how if a 
20-year-old loses their job it's not 
that big of a deal. They can pick 
themselves right back up and find 
another position elsewhere. But 
if a 50-year-old just a few years 
away from retirement loses their 
job, they have been ripped away 
from the foundation of their life­
style and basically have no idea 
where or how to start fresh. They 
did everything right; worked hard 
. in college to get a degree, worked 
their way up from the bottom to 
get the position they had and pro­
vided for the family they started. 
Then, all of a sudden, they lose it 
all when a man hired to fire them 
does the dirty deed. The thought 
that resounds is a depressing, "I 
don't know what I'm supposed to 
do," which were the exact words 
used by the people Reitman inter­
viewed in Detroit. 
Starring in the film alongside 
George Clooney are the compel­
ling Vera Farmiga, who plays Alex 
and the unique Anna Kendrick, 
who plays Natalie. Both Alex and 
Natalie's characters were non­
COURTESY PARAMOUNTPRESSKITS.COM 
George Clooney (LEFT) and Jason Reitman (RIGHT), on set of the dra­
matic comedy "Up in the Air," which comes to San Diego Dec. 11. 
existent in the original novel, but 
are pertinent to the development 
of Ryan Bingham's character in 
the film. After meeting the ec­
centric and intelligent Alex in an 
elite airport lounge, Ryan begins 
to question his previous belief 
that relationships are a burden and 
begins to play the possible future 
husband role in her life, while 
having Natalie accompany him 
on the road prompts him to play a 
father role in her life. "What I love 
about these characters.. .is that you 
don't judge them. They're just real 
people," Reitman said. 
Aside from a deeply moving 
story, intelligent concepts and 
George Clooney, "Up in the Air" 
has a beautiful soundtrack, in­
cluding tracks by Elliott Smith, 
Crosby, Stills & Nash and Dan 
Auerbach of The Black Keys. Ac­
companying these famed names 
is the unknown musician Kevin 
Renick, a man who handed Reit­
man a cassette tape containing a 
song titled "Up in the Air," a song 
he wrote about job loss after he 
was fired. The song occurs at the 
end of the credits and was almost 
considered for an Oscar nomina­
tion, but was disregarded once it 
was realized that the song did not 
fit within certain guidelines. 
A film about personal connec­
tions (or the lack thereof) and job 
loss may seem like an odd film to 
release during the holiday season. 
But when you remember that Re­
itman, the same guy that directed 
the heart-warming "Juno" and the 
corporate satire "Thank You for 
Smoking," also directed this film 
starring the ever-charming George 
Clooney, you'll once again feel 
motivated to see one of the most 
- talked about films of the season, 
not to mention a film that is get­
ting Oscar nods left and right. 
Promising young actress stars in new drama 
RYAN COGHILL 
A&C FPITOR 
Saoirse Ronan has been re­
ceiving a respected amount of. 
Oscar recognition for her role 
as Susie Salmon in "The Lovely 
Bones."The film is based on the 
novel by Alice Sebold with the 
screenplay adaptation done by 
director Peter Jackson along with 
co-writers Fran Walsh and Philip-
pa Boyens. The film focuses on 
Susie's experience after she has 
been murdered. She watches over 
her family and her murderer from 
what is referred to as "the in be­
tween," which is really her journey 
from life to death in a heaven-like 
world. Susies family has trouble 
accepting that Susie has been 
killed. Her father Jack, played by 
Mark Wahlberg, battles with the 
guilt of not being able to protect 
his daughter. Working alongside 
actors Mark Wahlberg and Susan 
Sarandon, Ronan proves her po­
tential as a face to be reckoned 
with. 
Question: Did you read the book 
before you became involved in the 
production? If so, what was your 
initial reaction to the book when 
you first read it? 
Saoirse Ronan: Well, 1 actually 
waited to read it after I had made 
the movie. I just really wanted 
to focus on the screenplay ver­
sion, and also I felt like I was a 
little bit too young to read it at the 
time, I was 13. As you know, the 
book is little bit more visual and 
a bit more violent than the film, 
so it just made sense. But I read 
the book this year for the first 
time and I absolutely loved it. I 
felt every emotion possible. And I 
think because I had been through 
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Saoirse Ronan in a scene depicting what the afterlife might look like in the film, "The Lovely Bones." 
the whole experience of making 
the movie and living through the 
story, I think that helps me to 
really connect with the book and 
to understand the book fully. 
Q: Are there any similarities be­
tween you and the character Susie 
Salmon? 
SR: Yeah, there's a few. I mean, 
Susie's a typical teenage girl, so I 
think that hopefully when girls go 
and see this movie, they're going 
to connect with her in some way. 
But, yeah, I mean, she's inter­
ested in photography and fashion, 
and things like that and boys of 
course, so I'm interested in all 
those things. 
Q: How have your roles in "Atone­
ment" and "The Lovely Bones" 
influenced your outlook on life? 
SR: With "Atonement" it wasn't 
that influential because it was a 
bitter girl who's very in on herself. 
I mean, I suppose that it would 
make you think more before 
you speak, if anything, but "The 
Lovely Bones" in particular, just 
made me appreciate what I have. 
I'm lucky to be here, I'm lucky 
to have the amazing family that 
I have. It's also made me more 
aware of things that go on in the 
world, these awful crimes that are 
committed every day. So, yeah, so 
it's boosted my awareness. 
Q: Susie Salmon's character, she 
goes through a very serious, trau­
matic experience. Did you find 
this role challenging? How did 
you prepare for a role that dealt 
with such heavy issues? 
SR: Yeah, it was challenging. As 
you said, it's a very serious subject 
matter and it was always going to 
be a challenge for me because I 
hadn't done anything quite that 
deep before. But, it's also very 
light and it's full of hope. So in 
that way, it was easy. But, when 
we dealt with very emotional, 
intense scenes, there would be a 
lot of discussion between me and 
Pete and Fran and Philippa who 
are the writers, as well. We just 
talked a lot about it and just made 
sure that we were going in the 
same direction and we were on the 
same page. 
Q: In both "Atonement" and "The 
Lovely Bones" there are a lot of 
very dark themes in the movie and 
your character always seems to be 
right in the middle of the gloom. 
Given that you're kind of a cheer­
ful person in real life, how do you 
place yourself in the dark situa­
tions that these movies portray? 
SR: I find sometimes it's quite 
easy to be the opposite to how 
you are in real life. I don't know 
what it is. Maybe it's just because 
it's not somewhere that I go very 
often. The door is always open for 
me to go there. It just takes a lot 
of thinking and I really understood 
Susie and Peter who's obviously 
involved. We were on the same 
page and we have the same out­
look on what she was going to be 
like and everything. 
Q: What was it like to film the 
heaven scenes? 
SR: It was kind of a little bit sur­
real at first because it was all blue 
screen and I hadn't worked with 
that much blue screen before. Only 
a little bit. And most of heaven 
was going to be put in afterwards. 
It was sometimes difficult to try 
and imagine what it was going to 
be like; what it was going to look 
like. We obviously had an idea in 
out head of what the basic picture 
of it was going to be. But, it was 
great and I saw the movie a few 
days ago and it was a lovely sur­
prise to finally see heaven. 
Q: What should viewers learn and 
take away from this film? 
SR: Well, I think that the message 
of this movie, although it may not 
seem like it to people who haven't 
seen it yet, is ultimately hope, and 
how you get there. When Susie ar­
rives in the in-between, she doesn't 
want to go forward, which would 
mean accepting her death. She 
wants to be back on Earth with her 
family and she knows she can't do 
that. And to get there, you know, 
it's about her love for her family 
and not the hate and vengeance 
that she has for her murder. 
"The Lovely Bones" hits the­
aters Jan. 15. If you're looking for 
a film to end the year with a cold 
thrill in your bones, "The Lovely 
Bones" will not disappoint. 
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The decade is coming to an 
end just as fast as this semester 
is dwindling down to finals. It 
seemed like yesterday the Y2K 
bug was going to ruin our fives, 
evidently that bug bit Tiger 10 
years later. When I think about 
the world of sports this past 
decade so many images and 
events race through my mind 
that is all too saturated with 
thoughts about finals, grad 
school and random things relat­
ing to Colorado. 
Within my mental mash-
up of queries, stresses and day 
dreams, one man does stand out 
when I think of an athlete that 
seems to define this wild and 
wonderful decade. Who is this 
man? Tiger Woods, the most 
unsuspecting party animal ever? 
Peyton Manning, who seems to 
be on every channel I flip to? 
None of the above. The 
man who defines this decade 
of sports to me is my childhood 
idol, my main man, the guy who 
I ride and die with: The Black 
Mamba Kobe Bryant. Kobe de­
fines the decade of wackiness, 
redemption and reconciliation. 
The Lakers won the ring back 
in 2000 and won another the 
next year and oh yeah, another 
the year after that (Sorry San 
Antonio Fans, a 3-peat is what 
defines a real dynasty). 
Kobe went from a scrawny 
high school kid to a marketable 
and undisputed champion by 
the tender age of 23. In an era 
where the young and talented 
dominated headlines and jersey 
sales, Kobe was the headline 
and whatever he did was the 
news. 
I remember how sick I felt 
when he made the news for 
the wrong reasons in 2003 for 
committing adultery. But Kobe 
couldn't define this decade of 
scandal in sport without being 
involved in his own sideshow. 
This was followed by claims 
of him running Snaq (no, not a 
typo) out of town and then the 
trade demands. 
So, what do you do when 
your image is tarnished and 
some overweight has-been is 
talking smack about you? You 
keep your mouth shut.You 
work hard. You build back your 
image bit by bit. You become a 
bit more marketable, you recon­
nect with the Zen master, you 
score 81 points, you put up with 
Kwame and Smush. And you 
know what? Your good karma 
-pays off and you get a present 
called Pau Gasol. 
Kobe was down and out and 
climbed back up the mountain. 
In an era of redemption, Kobe 
is the Andy Dufresne of his 
Shawshank. In a 10 year period 
where athletes have become po­
larizing figures, Kobe Bryant is 
loved and hated. But what has 
been constant in these 10 years 
of Kobe-mania is his play and 
work ethic. Kobe Bryant plays 
the game the right way, just like 
other players that defined their 
decade. Although we enter a 
new era, great players are time­
less. 
One on one with Player of the Year Peterman 
RYAN SIDHOO 
SPORTS CO-FDITOR 
I have always taken a liking 
to others named Ryan. I spend my 
off-seasons training with Ryan 
Howard and I play poker with 
Nolan Ryan on Thursday nights 
But what I enjoyed the most was 
taking Spanish 101 with USD 
senior defenseman and WCC. 
Player of the Year Ryan Peterman. 
I recently sat down with mi amigo 
and team captain, Ryan Peterman 
and talked about his soccer career, 
Spanish class and his future. 
The Vista: Looking back on 
your career here, would you 
have done anything differently? 
Ryan Peterman: I don't think i 
so. Every year I was at USD I 
tried to push myself to be the 
best player 1 could be. I fig­
ured not only would I improve 
myself, but I would also help 
improve the players around me. 
V: What personal accomplish­
ments are you most proud of? 
RP: My sophomore year I scored 
a goal against Long Island Uni­
versity to help us win 2-1. That 
was really memorable. I am also 
proud that I accomplished many 
goals of mine. In my freshman 
year I made all-freshmen team 
for the WCC, and my junior 
year I got first team all confer­
ence in. Then in my senior year, 
the Player of the year for award . 
V: What is harder, our Span­
ish group project or getting the 
WCC Player of the Year award? 
RP: (Laugh) hm...our Spanish 
group project was pretty hard, but 
to win WCC Player of the Year 
was no easy task. After making 
all conference junior year, other 
teams in our conference knew 
that I liked the ball at my feet so 
I could run at the other team's de­
fense. So going into this season, I 
really had to step my game up in 
order to handle the extra pressure 
teams played on me. There were 
several teams this season that 
would have a forward guard me 
just so I wouldn't be able to attack. 
But to be honest, I never thought 
about the award. I actually didn't 
even think I stood a chance in 
receiving it. I just went out every 
game this year and tried to help 
guide my team to a victory. Being 
a senior and captain of the team I 
had to be a role model for the in­
coming players. So I felt the best 
way to do this was to prove myself 
day in and day out on the field. 
V: How tough was the loss to Santa 
Barbara in the second round of 
the NCAA Tournament this year? 
RP: The loss against Santa Bar­
bara was devastating. We worked 
so hard all season to put ourselves 
into the position we were in. To 
lose our first game in the tourna­
ment sucked. In my four years 
here this was the only time I made 
it to the tournament, so to lose in 
our first match was really disap­
pointing. This year's team was 
the best team we have had since 
I have been on campus. I thought 
we had a chance of making it 
pretty far in the tournament. 
V: What will you miss 
most about USD soccer? 
RP: The thing I will miss the 
most about USD soccer is the 
guys. I have gained many friends 
since I have been on the team. 
To have everyone part way's 
will be tough. I am sure we will 
still stay in contact, but it will 
never replace the bonding time 
we had at practice every day. 
V: I know the MLS try-
outs are coming up, what 
are your thoughts on that? 
RP: The MLS Combine is in early 
January in Florida this year. All 
eight of our seniors will be at­
tending the Combine in hope of 
getting drafted by a team in the 
MLS, so I am extremely excited 
for the upcoming Combine. The 
other seniors and I have been 
lifting weights and training ev­
eryday here on campus in order 
to prepare ourselves for the tough 
competition that will be awaiting 
us. I am anxious to see the dif­
ference in skill level, I know the 
cream of the crop will be attending 
and I tend to rise to the occasion 
so anything could happen. I am 
just trying to keep myself healthy 
so I can give it everything I have. 
V: What is Ryan Peterman 
doing in the next three years? 
RP: I am hoping to get drafted 
into the MLS and I am hoping 
to be brought up to play with 
the full men's National Team 
where I will be able to play for 
my country and help them com­
pete for a World Cup trophy. 
V: This is the part where you 
can shout out your people. 
RP: I just want to thank my family 
and my teammates. My coaches 
for always being there to support 
me and help me strive to be the 
best player I could be. Now that 
my dreams of becoming a profes­
sional athlete are so close, I just 
thank God for all the opportunities 
he has blessed me with. I just hope 
that my teammates and I will be 
able to prove ourselves one last 
time. 
COURTESY RYAN PETERMAN 
Ryan Peterman, the WCC Player of the Year and Torero captain this season, hopes to get drafted next month by an MLS team. 
USD baseball competes against the best in the nation 
JAMES MEADOR 
STAFF WRITFR 
Since day one, Coach Rich 
Hill has always put a high em­
phasis on the caliber of teams 
he schedules to play during the 
season in non-conference play. He 
believes that playing quality teams 
throughout the year will better 
prepare us for the post-season 
NCAA Tournament. In the past, 
Coach Hill has been recognized 
for these tough" schedules and did 
not allude to different standards 
this year. Since I have been here 
we have gone neck and neck with 
huge power house schools and 
have only improved. 
As a freshman, I was wel­
comed to the college arena with 
a weekend series against the Uni­
versity of Texas. There is no use 
being nervous against any other 
opponent after playing a Top 5 
team in the nation at that time. 
Since then our schedules have 
been packed with Pac-10 schools 
such as Arizona State, Stanford, 
UCLA, USC and many others. 
This is the reason why USD has 
received the recognition it de­
serves at the national level. 
For the 2010 season, Coach 
Hill has done it again. This year's 
schedule could arguably be one of 
the toughest schedules Rich Hill 
has prepared in his 20 plus years 
of coaching baseball. 
The Toreros will be compet­
ing against legendary schools 
including the University of Okla­
homa, Rice, Arizona State, 2008 
national champions Fresno State, 
UC Irvine and Cal State Fuller-
ton. 
There are a lot of different 
things that go into making the 
NCAA Tournament. The easiest of 
ways is winning your conference, 
but if this is not accomplished an 
at large bid is at need. 
Coach Hill is very aware of 
this. When he prepares our sched­
ules he only wants the best. This 
looks very good to the authorities 
that make the decision about who 
gets a berth into the tournament. 
Coach Hill puts us in the best posi­
tion for end of the year success. 
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COURTESY WIKICOMMONS 
Heisman hopeful Colt McCoy and the Longhorns take on the Alabama Crimson Tide in the BCS Title game next month at the Rose Bowl. 
BCS bonanza over, intriguing matchups are set 
TYLER WILSON 
STAFF WRITER 
When Texas beat Nebraska on 
a last second field goal in Satur­
day's Big 12 Championship game, 
BCS chaos was avoided. The 
match-up desired by everyone, 
Texas vs. the SEC champion, in 
this case Alabama, was preserved. 
Two of college football's most 
storied programs will be battling 
for the title. But are these really 
the teams deserving of a national 
championship appearance? 
Alabama proved they belong 
with a 32-13 rout of 1st ranked 
Florida in the SEC championship 
game. But Texas left much to be 
desired against Nebraska, and in 
all honesty, should have lost. 
The Longhorns' 13-12 victory 
over the Cornhuskers was lacklus­
ter and lucky. If that last second 
field goal would not have slipped 
past the goal post, Nebraska would 
have won without scoring a single 
touchdown. 
The Cornhuskers do deserve 
credit though; as they have an elite 
defense dominated by a future top 
five NFL draft pick, Ndamukong 
Suh. But for Texas to almost lose 
a game against such a defensive 
minded team, which has one of 
the worst offenses in the country, 
proved them not national champi­
onship caliber. Not to mention they 
almost lost against a .500 Texas 
A&M team the week before. 
Also, the Big 12 is not the 
conference it usually is this year, 
as the next highest ranked team 
after Texas in the conference is 
Oklahoma State, ranked 19th. 
Texas, even though they are unde­
feated this year, is not deserving of 
an appearance in the national title 
game. 
The three other undefeated 
teams besides Texas and Alabama 
are Texas Christian University, 
Cincinnati and Boise State. Out of 
these three teams, TCU has proven 
the most dominant, winning their 
final seven games by an average of 
37 points and only allowing an av­
erage of 10 points in those games 
Two of those games were 
against Utah and BYU, both of 
whom were ranked 16th at the 
time they played TCU. BYU had 
climbed as high as 7th in the polls 
and are currently ranked 14th, five 
spots higher than Oklahoma State 
is now. 
The highest ranked team Texas 
beat was 14th ranked Oklahoma 
State. Cincinnati was one missed 
extra point away from losing to 
Pittsburgh, who was ranked 15th 
at the time and was also their high­
est ranked opponent. 
People could argue that TCU 
is not in a major conference, but 
the Mountain West has three teams 
ranked in the top 25, which is as 
many as combined the Big 12 and 
the Big East. 
People could also argue that 
TCU barely beat Clemson and Air 
Force. But these games were both 
put away very early in the fourth 
quarter. And even though these 
games were close, TCU had them 
in their control and left no doubt to 
their outcome, unlike Texas' game 
against Nebraska. 
Since then no team has 
played quite like TCU this late in 
the season this consistently. Be­
sides Alabama, they are the most 
dominant team in the country, and 
deserve to be in the national title 
game. 
But since the BCS has a 
bias against the less prestigious 
conferences, it ranked Texas 2nd 
and Cincinnati 3rd, leaving TCU 
at that 4th ranking that has been 
with them for the last five weeks 
of the season. The BCS has once 
again put the wrong team in the 
title game. 
As a result of the faulty BCS, 
TCU will face Boise St. in a battle 
of undefeated teams in the Fiesta 
Bowl. This is a very intriguing 
match-up, but in the end TCU will 
end up dominating. Alabama will 
"roll" over Texas, thus proving the 
BCS got it wrong once again. This 
year's national title game will be 
bittersweet, as the real national 
championship should have been 
TCU vs. Alabama. 
Howlan outlines his upcoming tryout at MLS Combine 
JT HOWLAN 
STAFF WRITER 
At the peak or end of your 
college soccer career, you look 
forward to getting invited to the 
Combine. Getting the opportunity 
for professional scouts to possibly 
recruit you is a motivating feel­
ing. 
They may want to see you in 
a few, different positions, so it's 
possible you can play two, three or 
even four different positions. They 
want to see how versatile you can 
be, so it is important to be able to 
perform at each position. 
The Combine puts all dynam­
ics of a soccer game into three 
days. Within these three days, 
coaches get a better look at what 
you can really do. They know 
what you have done throughout 
your college career, so getting 
this extra look can really help you 
move on to the next level. 
The first day consists of 
meeting the other players. You 
get to introduce yourself to some 
coaches and you get to adjust to 
the time change and the weather. 
Getting comfortable with the situ­
ation is an important step in order 
to play at your highest level. The 
first practice is all about the tests: 
timed speed drills, 40 yard dash, 
shuffle sprints and back peddle to 
a forward sprint test. The coaches 
look at these tests for many rea­
sons. If they are struggling be­
tween two players, these tests can 
determine which player would 
possibly be better. The tests can 
surprise coaches and can make 
you more noticeable. 
The second and third days 
are all about playing. Everyone 
gets split up into four teams and 
you scrimmage. The coaches want 
to see what you can do in a game 
situation. 
This "tryout" is very competi­
tive and the atmosphere is all busi­
ness. Everyone is fighting for their 
own benefit. It's important to have 
a serious mentality or you may not 
be taken seriously. There are 60 
other players that are there trying 
to prove that they are better. Most 
of these players already know that 
they are going into the Superdraft, 
the selection process to get into the 
MLS, so playing your Best soccer 
is crucial. At the end of the third 
day, you are free to go. Essentially 
you just sit and wait to see if your 
name is going to be called in the 
draft. 
The Combine is important for 
the coaches and the players. It's a 
chance to play professionally. It 
could potentially be your desired 
career down the line. 
Jan. 6-8, 2010 in Stafford, 
Florida, the soccer Combine 
occurs. The anticipation is nerve-
wracking and the biggest names 
in college soccer will be there to 
show the MLS what they have. I 
will be there with seven other se­
niors from this year's squad. 
MORGAN PAYNE 
SPORTS CO-FDITOR 
COURTESY USD ATHLETICS 
JT Howlan hopes to represent 
USD soccer in the MLS next 
season. This starts at the Com­
bine in Fioricia nexi month. 
The real 
McCoy 
The Heisman Trophy will 
be presented to the top player in 
college football this Saturday at 
5 p.m. Here is my opinion of the 
top candidates in the nation. 
1) Colt McCoy 
3512 YDS 27 TD 12 INT 147.5 
RAT 70.5 CMP% 
The only player that can lay 
claim to be at, or near, the top of 
the list the entire year. Longevity 
and an undefeated record for the 
Longhorns propel McCoy ahead 
of the pack. While his sub pa, 
performance against Nebraska ir; 
the Big 12 Championship game 
significantly hurts his candidacy , 
it shouldn't take away from a su­
perior senior season. McCoy has 
consistently produced for a title 
contending team. He is now the 
all-time winningest quarterback 
in the history of college football 
and a Heisman trophy should be 
a reward for another outstanding 
season. 
2) Toby Gerhart 
1736 YDS 26TD5.6YPC 
He leads the nation in at­
tempts, yards and touchdowns 
and has sparkled in their biggest 
games. The two-sport athlete is 
also a top 50 MLB prospect and 
has been an absolute stud for a 
surprising Cardinal squad. The 
only thing holding him back from 
hoisting the Heisman is the fact 
that he plays for Stanford, a team 
with four losses on the year. 
3) Mark Ingrain 
1542 YDS 15TD62YPC 
The best offensive player on 
the number one team in die nation 
gets the nod here after a brilliant 
showing against Florida's top 
ranked defense. His three touch­
down performance in the SEC 
Championship game showcased 
his outstanding abilities. He has 
been a workhorse all season and 
has carried the Crimson Tide of­
fensively. 
4) Kellen Moore 
3325 YDS 39 TD 3 INT 167.3 
RAT 64.8 CMP% 
Moore led the nation in pass­
ing efficiency and captained his 
team to an undefeated record as 
a sophomore. His touchdown to 
interception ratio is off the charts 
and he was the unquestioned 
leader of one of the most potent 
offenses in the nation, albeit 
against inferior competition. 
5) Ndamukong Suh 
82 TKL 12 SACK 19.5 TFL 
Suh thrust himself onto the 
national stage with his 4.5 sack 
performance against a powerful 
Texas attack. The consensus top 
five pick in the upcoming draft 
and Bronko Nagurski Trophy 
winner solidified his reputation 
as the most tenacious defensive 
player in the country. 
Best of the rest: 
CJ Spiller RB Clemson 
Case Keenum QB Houston 
Tim Tebow QB Florida 
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Rocky week as Toreros drop their fourth straight game 
Toreros look to get back on track against stiff out of conference competition over break 
CHRIS HANNEKE 
STAFF WRITFR 
After an' impressive showing in the 
Alaska Shootout over Thanksgiving Break, 
the Toreros returned to the mainland for a 
trio of big games. First up was cross-town 
rival San Diego State, where a packed JCP 
witnessed the most exciting game of this 
young season, but the Toreros fell 69-62 in 
overtime. 
"We certainly had our chances," said 
Head Coach Bill Grier. "In a game like this 
you have to make plays down the stretch. 
We just didn't get it done tonight when we 
needed to make plays, and that cost us the 
game." 
USD got off to a slow start. "Early in 
the game, we played a little scared," Grier 
said. After falling behind 15-7, the Toreros 
went on a 21-9 run to take a 28-22 lead 
with 2:46 to play in the half. However, the 
team failed to score the rest of the period 
and SDSU guard, D.J. Gay, hit a big three-
pointer with 26 seconds to play as the To­
reros took a slim 28-27 lead into halftime. 
Gay finished as the game's leading scorer 
with 22 points. 
The trend of slow starts continued in 
the second half, when SDSU went on a 13-0 
run to start it out. After being held scoreless 
for an appalling seven-and-a-half minute 
stretch, Brandon Johnson began to get 
going. He was a one-man wrecking crew 
as he brought the team back into the game, 
scoring 16 of the team's next 21 points en 
route to a 49-48 lead with 5:28 to play. He 
finished with a team-high 21 points on the 
evening. 
"I just tried to get us going," Johnson 
said. "Shots just started falling, coach got 
me plays and, yeah, I was more aggressive 
in the second half," said Johnson. 
Yet the team fell into another slump as 
Johnson began to tire. Aware of the effects 
of missing an entire year due to injuries, 
Johnson explained his frustration with his 
conditioning. "1 don't know if I can play 40 
minutes yet. I still have to work to get back 
into shape." 
Still, with their star out, Matt Don-
managed to hit a big three-pointer with 3:22 
to play, but it was the last time the Toreros 
would score in regulation. Clinton Houston 
came up with a huge offensive rebound with 
39 seconds to play, but with the game tied 
52-52 the Toreros failed to get a good look at 
the basket and the game went to overtime. 
As if starting the first and second half 
slowly wasn't enough, the team didn't score 
for the first 3:13 of the extra period, and 
they trailed 60-52 with just 1:47 left to play. 
It was not due to a lack of opportunities, 
however. 
After the Aztecs won the tip and scored 
a quick basket, Clinton Houston missed a 
wide-open lay up. After an offensive board, 
Roberto Mafra took the pass inside and also 
missed a wide-open dunk. "We missed two 
point-blank shots and it really took the air 
out of us," Grier said. 
Still, the players never gave up and 
De'Jon Jackson hit a three to cut the lead 
to five with 1:19 to play. But after Gay hit 
both free throws following a foul, SDSU 
forward Billy White blocked a Chris Lewis 
jump shot and took it the other way for an 
emphatic, game-ending dunk. 
After the game, Johnson was quick to 
praise his opponents and offer some advice 
for his teammates. "I was looking forward 
to [this game] but they've got some good 
players. It's basketball. You just have to 
look toward the next game," he said. 
The Toreros traveled north to take on 
UC Riverside in what looked to be an easy 
bounce back game. But USD let a 19-point 
lead slip away in the final 13 minutes as 
they suffered a crushing 58-55 loss. 
After leading 40-24 at halftime, the 
Toreros continued to keep the pressure on 
the Highlanders and Johnson's free throws 
with 13:17 and gave the team their biggest 
lead of the game at 48-29. Coming off of his 
performance against SDSU, Johnson strug­
gled, shooting just 2 of 10 from the field and 
finished the game with just 10 points. 
USD scored just six points the rest of 
the way, and a layup by UCRV's David 
Chavarria with 1:18 to play tied the game 
at 55. Chris Lewis missed a three-pointer 
on the offensive end and a foul by Devin 
Ginty led to two free-throws for Dwight 
Gordon, and he sunk them both. Johnson 
was then whistled for a traveling violation 
and Gordon hit another free throw. 
Still with seven seconds to play, the 
Toreros had a chance to force overtime yet 
again. But Johnson's attempt at the buzzer 
came up short and the team lost a heart-
breaker that never should have gotten away 
from them. 
USD shot 50 percent from the field 
in the first half, but went an abysmal 3-19 
(16.8 percent) shooting in the second half, 
allowing Riverside to make the late run. On 
top of the poor shooting, the Toreros were 
physically dominated throughout the game, 
as they were outrebounded 41 -23. The week 
got even worse when the team traveled to 
Fresno to take on the Fresno State Bulldogs 
on Sunday. 
USD was without Johnson, who sat 
out because of an undisclosed disciplinary 
reason, and his absence was certainly felt by 
the-rest of the team. The Toreros had a ter­
rible night offensively, shooting a dismal 19 
percent from the field, resulting in a 69-37 
thrashing by the hands of the Bulldogs. 
Both teams started slowly, and the 
score was 9-9 six-and-a-half minutes into 
play. But the Bulldogs went on a 20-4 run to 
end the half, and USD trailed 29-13 at inter­
mission. The Toreros never recovered, and 
they trailed by as much as 28 in the second 
half. Freshman Patrick McCollum scored 13 
points for the Toreros, and he was the only 
player on the team in double figures. On a 
night when the Toreros needed him to lead 
the team with Johnson on the bench, De'Jon 
Jackson had a night he'd like to forget. He 
sank just one of 14 shots resulting in a mere, 
four points. The loss extended the Toreros 
losing streak to four games. 
USD travels to Boise to take on the 
Boise State Broncos on Saturday before 
heading to Las Vegas for a tournament on 
Dec. 19 and 20 for some stiff out of con­
ference competition. The Toreros look to 
bounce back before conference play. 
TORERO TIDRIT 
After a 64-58 win over Cal State 
Fullerton on "Monday, the Toreros got 
back to a .500 record. Junior guard Sam 
Child poured in a game high 15 points 
against the Titans on 7-15 shooting. 
Emily Hatch, Dominique Connors and 
Morgan Woodrow all chipped in with 
double digit point totals of their own. 
The women's basketball team will 
wrap up a three game road swing when 
they play the Northern Arizona Lum­
berjacks tonight in Flagstaff, Ariz. 
The good news for the Toreros is 
they will be playing a struggling North­
ern Arizona squad tonight. Entering the 
game with a 1-7 record, the Lumberjacks 
will look to shutdown multiple scoring 
options USD can throw their way. 
USD will be led by their sole All-
WCC Pre-season selection Dominique 
Connors and senior standout Morgan 
Henderson as they look to build on their 
5-1 all-time record against Northern Ari­
zona. 
Like the men, they will face solid out 
of conference competition over winter 
break. After the Maggie Dixon Surf N 
Slam Classic the Toreros will start their 
WCC schedule against the Santa Clara 
Broncos. 
Brandon Johnson takes on two San 
a losing effort. 
RYAN BRENNANAHE VISTA 
Diego State defenders on his way to 21 points in 
RYAN S1DHOO & MORGAN PAYNE 
Sports Co-Editors 
HOT NOT 
'Bama Crimson Tide 
Tebow's girlfriend 
Hunchback of ND 





















Sizemore's tea cup 
Grad school apps 
Too much manischewitz 
Too much eggnog 
Akron, Ohio 
Little Caesar's Bowl 
Low fives 
